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IN February 1980 Maurice Ludmer wrote that John Tyndall was ‘‘preparing 
ultimately to launch a new organisation which would take most of the hard-line 
elements from the Front, and possibly attract a section of British Movement into 
what would be a more tightly organised and disciplined party’’. His analysis at 
that time was that the internal struggles of the NF marked the re-shaping of the 
fascist movement in Britain after the severe setback it received through the ac- 
tivities of anti-fascists. 

It has taken John Tyndall over two years to form his new organisation, but it is 
exactly as Maurice predicted. And it is the attraction of the hard-line elements 
from other groups that is the most significant feature of the BNP. The men and 
women who met in Charing Cross to put the finishing touches to unity plans in- 
cluded a cross section of all the thugs, arsonists, racists and anti-semites that have 
ever belonged to the fascist movement in Britain since the war. One representative 
was boasting that the break-up of the old National Front in 1979 had been to their 
advantage; it had separated the men from the boys. 

Has the anti-fascist movement, so effective against the NF a few years ago, 
been gearing itself up for this? There has been plenty of time to anticipate the 
direction the fascists have been moving in and to change the emphasis from prov- 
ing that they really are nazis to showing what else they have become. It is because 
the ‘men’ are in charge once more that racist attacks are becoming more and 
more vicious and that more Jewish targets are attacked. Outside the press con- 
ference on 7 April the Anti-Nazi League managed a picket of about eight people, 
who neither saw nor were seen by any fascists, as they stood outside in the rain. 

Last October we wrote here that ‘‘there is a desperate need for a nationally co- 
ordinated organisation, that will both inspire and inform anti-fascists and anti- 
racists and provide the tools for the tasks ahead’’. A number of readers wrote to 
us suggesting that Searchlight should call a conference as the ANL has been run 
down by its central organisers and can no longer mobilise people as it once did. 

But Searchlight is a paper, not an organisation, and the individuals who con- 
tribute to it are not elected. We can provide most of the information, but it is not 
our role to organise. The impetus must also come from groups in different parts 
of the country, some of whom have already begun to co-ordinate with each other 
on a regional basis. We must rebuild the movement from the bottom up, without 
sectarianism. 

On 15 May we are holding a memorial meeting to mark the first anniversary of 
Maurice Ludmer’s death. We believe that it would be a fitting commemoration to 
discuss the renewed growth of racism and fascism and how to respond. We hope 
that out of this meeting will come new initiatives and a new sense of urgency. 


THE MAURICE LUDMER MEMORIAL MEETING 


‘Racism today — what It Is 
and how to fight It’ 


Friends Meeting House 
(Opposite Euston) 


Euston Road, London NW1. 


Saturday 15 May — 2.00 to 5.00 


Maurice Ludmer was made a member of honour of the National Union of Journalists at this year’s 

annual conference. The award, of which there have been 100 in the union’s 75 year history, is rare- 

ly given posthumously, but it was felt to be a fitting tribute to the valuable services made by 
Maurice to anti-racist journalism. 
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JOHN TYNDALL’s attempt to reunite Britain’s nazis in a new party, an- 
nounced at a press conference on 7 April, could not have got off to a 
worse start. Far from being a new beginning for the man who would be 
fiihrer, the launch of the British National Party (BNP) took place just as 
the old internal NF rivalries brought part of his world crashing around his 
ears. Only a week earlier he had been forced to appear in a bankruptcy 
court in an action brought by two of his former rivals in the 1980 battle for 


control of the National Front. 


The press conference to announce 
the birth of the BNP was held in a hotel 
in Victoria in central London. It was 
attended by Tyndall himself, who did 
most of the talking, Ray Hill, Kenneth 
MceKilliam, Richard Peacock, Charles 
Parker and Richard Edmunds. It was a 
sober, low key affair and there were no 
surprises. Tyndall explained that he 
had originally formed the New Na- 
tional Front as a pressure group to rid 
the NF of homosexuals, bad organisa- 
tion and bad discipline, but it had pro- 
ved impossible to reform. The new par- 
ty, with its not very new name (there 
have already been two fascist organisa- 
tions with that name in the 60’s and 
70’s) and with its membership made up 
of a cross section of all the other nazi 
parties, would be like the SDP of the 
far right: people would flock to it as 
the only viable alternative to the old 
organisations. 


Whereas in the past Tyndall always 
denied his background in nazi politics from 
an early age as ‘youthful indiscretions’, it is 


clear he now prefers the image of a man 
who has never deviated. In reply to a ques- 
tion from the press about immigration, he 
replied at once that their policy was the 
same as it always had been: total repatria- 
tion of all blacks except those in foreign 
embassies. And while there was no mention 
of the Jews or national socialism, when 
Tyndall announced that British Nationality 
would be given to white people of Britain or 
kindred descent, one of the others felt 
obliged to add, ‘Celtic’, just in case anyone 
got the wrong idea. The obvious question to 
ask a man like Tyndall was of course ‘‘what 
about skinheads’’, as he has made no secret 
of his distaste for them and has frequently 
denounced his ex-colleagues of the NF for 
exploiting their skinhead supporters. Ray 
Hill, on the other hand, was so successful in 
mobilising skinheads in Leicester, where he 
was based, for the British Movement, that 
he threatened the BM leader Michael 
McLaughlin by his greater popularity. The 
obvious contradiction between the two 
men’s styles was resolved at this point by 
Tyndall’s reply that skinheads were part of 
a fashion, and that anyone who adhered to 
the discipline of the BNP would be 
welcome. 


WHO’S WHO 
IN THE 
NEW PARTY 


@John Tyndall. Now facing bankruptcy, 
but temporary leader of the BNP until pro- 
posed elections in September. Imprisoned 
in 1962 for paramilitary nazi activities, he is 
now posing as a man who has never 
deviated from his beliefs. 


Although there is no BNP headquarters 
yet, and they would not give any ideas of 
numbers or plans for future activity, it is 
clear that the new party is little more than 
an extension of the New National Front. 
The constitution is much the same and the 
postal address is in Hove, Sussex, where 
Tyndall lives. During the last year, much of 
the groundwork for this united party has 
been done by Tyndall and Hill, and 
members of different organisations have 
been working together for some time. 
However, a meeting that took place on 
27 March to put the finishing touches on 
the new BNP, revealed far more than this 
pompous public face confidently displayed 
on 7 April. Arsonists, gun-runners, men 
with violent records, anti-semites and thugs 
came together to give their blessing to this 
latest British nazi party. 

The meeting took place in British Rail’s 
Charing Cross Hotel, after the delegates 
met up outside the South African Embassy 
so as to keep the venue secret till the last 
minute. About 50 people attended, though 
the number of people they represented was 
significantly larger. There were 12 BM 
organisers, including Paul Gallagher from 
Peterborough (who remained silent the 
whole time) and the BM leader from 
Brighton. Glen Bennett, former South East 
London BM organiser and Leader Guard 
member was also there, along with Ray 
Hill, the ex-Leicester organiser. Edie 
Glastra, also from BM, came from Birm- 
ingham, where she boasts of having a 
following of 60 young thugs. _ 

From the other parties, there was Dave 
Gagin and John Peacock, both implicated 
in the World in Action film about gun run- 
ning last July, and both from the British 
Democratic Party. Gagin and Peacock have 
been close associates of Ray Hill for some 
time, particularly since their leader Tony 
Reed Herbert’s plans to flee the country 
were exposed by Searchlight last February, 
and the subsequent demise of the BDP. 

The League of St. George was 
represented by John Wood from Sheffield, 
though with the mounting internal dissen- 
sion in the League (see last month’s Sear- 
chlight) his claim to do so would probably 
be disputed. More of a surprise was the 
presence of Robin May and Brian White 
with several others from the Nationalist 
Party (until recently the NF Constitutional 
Movement). In the past this group has been 
extremely hostile to Tyndall and have been 
instrumental in getting him to the 
bankruptcy court. But May, former soldier 
and NF ‘steward’ in East London, claimed 
to have Jimmy Styles’ approval for their at- 
tendance, which implies that the leadership 
of the NP supports the new party. Sandra 
McKenzie, however, another leading NP 
light, was not at this meeting. (Styles was 
filmed during the same World in Action 
programme boasting of his home made ar- 
malite rifles, which he would use, he said, in 
street fighting.) 

There were two other figures whose 
presence was significant, not so much in 
terms of who they represented, but what: 
Joe Short, Cambridge graduate and former 
NF student organiser, occult lunatic and 
synagogue arsonist, and Martin Haine, a 
nazi from Brighton who has contact with 
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@ Ray Hill, former British Movement organiser and one of the main initiators of the BNP. 


Founder member of the NF in South Africa, where he lived for 10 years following a convic- 
tion in 1969 for assaulting a Jewish cafe owner. 


®@ Kenneth McKilliam, founder of the rabidly 
anti-semitic ABEX group, sacked as a lay 
preacher for his racist views. McKilliam has 
chaired at least two WISE meetings and fre- 
quently addresses British Israelites. 


a, 


in-law. 


@ Charles Parker, Tyndall’s wealthy father- 


Tony 
Reed-Herbert’s friends implicated in gun- 
running in Leicester. A former member of 
the British Democratic Party, and close 
associate of Hill. 


@John Peacock, one of 


@Richard Edmunds, a longstanding 
member of the NF, and centre of controver- 
sy when he taught at Tulse Hi'l School in 
South London a few years ago. 


@ Edie Glastra, who rejoices in the name of ‘Gestapo Lil’. Glastra lives in Birmingham where” 


she boasts of having a following of 60 young thugs. Seen here at a BM march in West Lon- 


don 1980. 


the UDA and travels extensively abroad. 
Both men have been active for some time, 
though not as openly as they used to. 

_ The presence of these men, reflecting the 
violence and the experience of the far right, 
is a clear indication that almost no-one will 
be barred from joining this new party — 
though the discipline that members will be 
expected to adhere to has not yet been ex- 
plained. There is one exception to this open 
arm ‘policy, and that is Paul Kavanagh, 
Tyndall’s old enemy from the Excalibur 
House quarrels in 1980 and one of the first 
to desert him. It is these old scores that have 
since brought Tyndall to the bankruptcy 
court. 

This recent hearing arises from an earlier 
court case in 1980, when an injunction was 
served upon Tyndall ordering him not to in- 
terfere in the running of the Excalibur 
Club, which had been established in the 
Front’s short-lived Hackney headquarters, 
Excalibur House. Trustees of the Club had 
later to go back to court to get the injunc- 
tion enforced, and costs in this action were 
awarded against Tyndall. Now two of the 
former trustees, Douglas Priest and 


Nazi infiltrator to 
stand as Alliance 
candidate 


Shortly before going to press, Searchlight 
discovered that Joe Short, one of the 50 
fascists who attended the secret unity meeting 
in Charing Cross, was standing as a 
Liberal/SDP Alliance candidate in the May 
local elections. Short, who was to stand in the 
Rylands Ward in Croydon, has since been 
suspended from the Liberal party, pending an 
investigation. 

Further inquiries, however, have already 
revealed that an E. Morrison was to be his 
scrutineer. Could this be his old friend Eddie 
Morrison, leader of two violent nazi groups 
in the 70s and currently involved in the 
British National Party with John Tyndall? 

In future issues Searchlight will be con- 
sidering infiltration tactics by members of the 
far right in greater detail. Short’s case in- 
dicates that there may be other examples, as 
yet undiscovered. 
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Richard Franklin, are seeking payment of 
those costs, which they claim came to over 
£6,000. The preliminary bankruptcy hear- 
ing in Brighton was held in closed session, 
and Tyndall, who is whining, ‘“‘It’s all an at- 
tempt to crucify me’’, must now appear for 
public examination in July. 

Among those who did not attend the 
Charing Cross meeting, but who have 
pledged their support, are Robert Relf, 
whose White Power Movement, set up in 
Leamington last year, was as unsuccessful 
as just about anything else Relf has ever 
tried to do; and Geoff Dickens, BM 
organiser from Rugby who was a member 
of the Committee for Nationalist Unity, the 
most recent initiative to get the new party 
off the ground (see last month’s Sear- 
chlight). 

The only member of the National Front 
present was Malcolm Skeggs, who has 
already been disowned by Martin Webster. 
Though he is known to have influence over 
other NF members in South London, it is 
not known how many he will be able to lead 
into the BNP. 


McLaughlin 
out on a limb 


THE reunification of the far right 
may also involve the shadowy 
Teutonic Order group run by British 
Movement member Francis Forsyth. 
Forsyth is known to have angered 
BM leader Michael Mclaughlin by 
supporting Ray Hill in the BM's in- 
ternal feud, and has recently been 
making efforts himself to bring 
together some of the right’s warring 
factions. 

Teutonic Order has been linked to the 
Teutonic Unity group run from .exile by 
the German nazi Manfred Roeder, cur- 
rently on trial in the Federal Republic on 
terrorism charges. In Britain Forsyth’s 
group provided muscle for Tony Malski’s 
group of nazi heavies which for a time 
went under the name of Group 7. - 

Towards the end of 1981 Forsyth was 
involved in plans to set up an organisa- 
tion calling itself the National Socialist 


@ Robin May, a former soldier who earned a 
reputation for himself when he acted as a 
steward for the NF in East London. His 
presence at the Charing Cross meeting im- 
plied support from the Nationalist Party. 


Co-ordinatinn Group — London, which 
was intended to co-ordinate activity in 
the capital between BM members disillu- 
sioned with McLaughlin and nazis from 
other organisations. The scheme quickly 
antagonised McLaughlin who went 
around telling his followers that Forsyth 
was not, and never had been, associated 
with BM. 

Forsyth has also been in regular con- 
tact with the League of St. George, and 
in particular with Keith Thompson, 
himself a key figure in the unification 
scheme. In November last year Forsyth 
wrote to Thompson proposing a “happy 
working relationship’”’ with the League. 
He also attended the League’s last social 
event in December. 


®@ Michael ‘we will no longer be boys ina 
man’s world’ McLaughlin, leader of the 


dwindling British Nationalist and 
Socialist Movement, now all that re- ~ 
mains of the British Movement. Very 
upset by all this talk of splits and unity, 
McLaughlin claims it is all rumours put 
about by the left and the Special Branch. 


NORWEGIAN NAZI 
STILL IN 


BRITAIN 


Eric Blucher, left, seems to be enjoying his extended stay in Britain. A leading nazi in 
Norway, Blucher was implicated in a plot to bomb a May Day demonstration in Oslo in 
1979. He has been in England since last autumn, and has spent much of his time on the 
South Coast where he is in good company. He is seen here with UDA contact man Steve 
Brady in Brighton after attending lan Taylor's trial. Taylor, a local NF member, was in 
court for allegedly assaulting an Iranian student in Brighton. He was released after the 


jury failed to reach a majority verdict. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ WEBSTER TO FACE TRIAL 


Martin Webster, organiser of the National 
Front, is to appear in court on charges of disrup- 
ting a Young Conservative meeting addressed by 
Willie Whitelaw. 

The meeting, at London’s Caxton Hall, was 
disrupted by NF supporters chanting slogans 
about Joseph Pearce, the jailed editor of 
Bulldog. During the protest a smoke bomb was 
thrown. 


@ SUSPENDED SENTENCE FOR NF 
OFFICIAL 


The North West Regional Organiser of the Na- 
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tional Front, David Riley, has been given a six 


month suspended sentence after being convicted 
of inciting racial hatred. Riley, 30, had been ar- 
rested for distributing leaflets which urged 
residents to oppose plans for a take-away food 
shop and a grocer’s shop submitted by Asians. 
The leaflets said that if planning permission was 
given, the ‘“‘whole quality of the area would 
decline’ and ‘‘the flood-gates will be opened for 
more immigrants to move in’’. 

Judge Temple told the jury that it was not a 
political trial where the views of the National 
Front were an issue. After the jury had returned 
a guilty verdict, Judge Temple said to Riley, 
‘‘Parliament has found it necessary to create this 
offence in the interests of minorities in a multi- 
racial society. However you have not aggravated 
the position by going in the witness box and mak- 
ing this court a platform for the views you have. 
1 must make the seriousness of this offence clear 
by imposing a prison sentence, but in deferrence 
to your position suspend that sentence’’. 

Riley works as an internal audit clerk at British 
Aerospace in Preston, Lancs. He is a member of 
the NF National Directorate, secretary of the Ac- 
crington branch, regional organiser and respon- 
sible for their ‘industrial section’. 


MALSKI’S 
MOUTH 
UPSETS 


UDA 


RUMOURS abound on the far right that 
a recently planned paramilitary camp 
organised by the National Socialist Par- 
ty of the UK flopped badly after a series 
of security leaks involving Watford nazi 
Tony Malski. 

The camp, codenamed ‘Operation Spar- 
tan’, had been organised by the Liverpool 
branch of the NSPUK, some of whose 
members met Malski to see if he could pro- 
vide some of the paramilitary facilities he is 
always bragging about. One NSPUK 
member actually visited Watford, but had 
barely left the South Oxhey estate where 
Malski lives before the bush telegraph cen- 
tred on Malski’s council house was humm- 
ing. 

Support for the camp seems to have been 
forthcoming from the Ulster Defence 
Association, but was quickly withdrawn 
when it became clear that security around 
the event had collapsed. 

But the UDA pullout did not prevent a 
couple of rough-looking UDA types from 
London turning up in a landrover at the 
Crown pub, near Lime St in Liverpool, on 
Easter Thursday. Whether they went on to 
join the depleted NSPUK band on their 
country outing is not clear, but those 
assembled at the Crown, including the UDA 
men and a character wearing the motif of 
the Merseyside Viking Youth, were in- 
spected by a drunken middle-aged man who 
claimed to be a sergeant in the Parachute 
Regiment. 

Once again Malski’s mouth has got him 
into trouble. He remains however, one of 
the key figures in the ranks of Britain's nazi 
paramilitaries, and is obsessed with the idea 
of setting up his own ‘action squad’ of train- 
ed, armed men. He is known to be planning 
ways in which armed nazis can intervene to 
whip up trouble if disturbances break out 
this year in Britain’s inner cities. 


@ KRAUS MUST GO 

Willibald Kraus, the German nazi, has lost his 
appeal against deportation. The Appeal Court 
judges decided that Kraus, who had been helped 
to flee German police by the British Movement, 
did pose a public threat. 

To repay his British Movement ‘‘rescuers’’, 
Kraus stole from his employers in a Bradford 
restaurant. 

In the judgement on 9 March, Lord Justice 
Watkins said: ‘There is in our view a reasonable 
apprehension that he will be subject to further 
acts of blackmail by the British Movement’’. 

There was no guarantee that Kraus had given 
up his political beliefs. 

Nazi groups were ‘‘notoriously ruthless in the 
way they expected their members to obey orders 
for the good of the party’’, said the judge. 

‘*There was no telling what criminal acts Kraus 
might be forced to commit in the future’’. 

Searchlight first exposed Kraus’ residence in 
Britain in May 1980, and later published the con- 
tents of a letter from Kraus to a friend in Europe. 
In this letter he described how British nazis 
helped him get board and lodging in the country 
and later a job in a Wimpy bar (Searchlight Oc- 
tober 81). 


Irving latest: 
Spotlight an 


*fexcellent’’ 
paper 


THE latest edition of the journal 
Focal Point confirms the growing 
organisational and _ ideological 
links between David Irving's 
Focus Policy Group and 
extreme-right and neo-nazi 
organisations. 

The March issue of Focal Point 
(‘‘issued to the Focus Policy Group’’) 
contains advertisements for Excalibur 
(journal of the Nationalist Party, 
formerly the National Front Constitu- 
tional Movement), the Welsh Irish 
Scots English group (WISE), which 
brings together Racist Right Tory MPs 
with members of nazi groups, and 
ABEX, the ‘‘ Association of British Ex- 
Servicemen’’. 

There is also an article on ABEX, headed 
‘‘MoD Blackballs ex-Service Patriots’’, 
describing an army circular instructing the 
Services not to become involved with the 
group. The laudatory tone of the article can 
be judged from the following paragraph: 

‘“‘ABEX appeals to former servicemen 
and women with slogans like: ‘Is this coun- 
try today what you put a uniform on for?’ 
Inquirers are informed that the association 
rejects the concept of a One World multi- 
racial communist order now being 
established in the United Kingdom. ABEX 
literature expresses the anger of ex- 
servicemen at the economic, social, moral 
and spiritual decline in Britain. Worldwide 
experience shows, they state, that any coun- 
try divided by race, religion, politics, and 
class is in danger of chaos, anarchy and civil 
war.”’ 

In fact, ABEX (the title is a spoof on 
AJEX, the Association of Jewish Ex- 
Servicemen) is one of a number of outfits 
run by Kenneth MckKilliam, a leading 
member of the British National Party. 
McKilliam is also intimately connected with 
WISE: he has chaired two of their 
meetings, and at the last one circulated a 
viciously anti-semitic pamphlet arguing that 
the nazi holocaust of the Jews is ‘‘the 
greatest lie ever told’’. Among the Racist 
Right Tory MPs with whom WISE has been 
associated was Sir Ronald Bell, whose 
obituary appears on the same page under 
the heading ‘‘Sir Ronald Bell: Never Rat- 
ted’’. Bell, the article states, stood for 
‘‘patriotism, individual liberty and sound 
financial policy’’; he was ‘‘among the first 
Parliamentarians to speak our courageously 
against coloured immigration’’; and ‘‘he 
frequently extended his best-wishes to 
Focus functions’’. 

Four of the letters to the journal come 
from acknowledged present or ex-members 
of the National Front. All are critical of Irv- 


THE ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH EX-SERVICEMBI 


THE AIMS OF A.B.E.X. 
Te preserve the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic people of the British Isles. 


Te maintain the Natien's loyalty te God, the Queen and Ceuntry. 

To maintain the culture and institutions of eur race. 

To return leadership and statesmanship te British affairs. 

To suppert a government thet will put the interests of the British 


Peeple first. 
Te give aid to our own folk. 


To strengthen British defences. 
To eradicate alien influences in eur national affairs. 


APPLICATION. 


( All informatien is strictly cenfidential ) 


I declare that I am ef dugle-Saxem er Celtic race and am leyal te the British 
Crewm and Natiem and the British Isles, and fully suppert the aims and pelic- 


ies ef ABEX. 


Signed 


Date 


Spenser 


I enclese my membership fee ef Five peunds ( £ 5.00 ) made up ef £ 2.00 regis- 


tratien fee aad 
ABEX 


A 


Fact Sheet No.2 


% 3.00 ammual subscriptien. 


LOCAL DISTRICT 
AWF 2 Bylletin 


BEx 


1. Almost all the problems of the world today are the result 
of an age-old international consnirucy of Jews. 


This Jewish conspiracy has 


International Zionism. 


lways been, and is 
International Finance, International Conmunism 
It is led by the Rothscnild clan, 


now, benind 


and 


assisted by the Rockefeller clan which is of Jewish 


ancestry. 


It aims to i: pose a world dictatorship of 


the Jews upon all the naticns and to abolish all the 
differences between them by international federations 
in the political sph re and by int>rnational miscegenation 


in the hiologicalsphere. 


Rothschild is planning to rule 


a mongrelised Gentile world of slaves t rough a small 
elite of Jewish finance-communists hased in "Zion". 


Extracts from ABExX literature. 


ing’s policy of ‘‘benevolent repatriation’’. 
But Focal Point nonetheless holds out hope 
for compromise: in a long reply to the let- 
ters, Irving explains that ‘‘benevolent 
repatriation’”’ is only the first step, and 
‘*does not preclude’”’ the ‘‘introduction of a 
compulsory repatriation programme’’ in 
the future. Further, when Ivan Bradley 
Taylor of Taunton writes that ‘‘as a former 
NF, BM etc member’’, he believes that ‘‘an 
elite body is now a prerequisite for the 
shaping of a strategy for the survival of the 
British Race and Nation’’, Irving responds 
that the writer has ‘‘grasped the point’’. 

The editorial section of the journal is also 
full of racist and anti-semitic jibes (in- 
terestingly, the Focus bumper sticker has 
changed its slogan from ‘‘Britain: 
Christian-United-Safe’’ to ‘‘Britain 
Belongs to Us’’). The lead story criticises 
‘those who dragooned Britain to her 
change of colour since the war’’, and, once 
again, Irving has chosen an unattributed 
anti-semitic quotation from a_ pre-war 
Spritish --Préss-Lord 7 for: tis 
‘‘competition’’ slot (‘‘At last I am shaken. 
The Jews may drive us into war’’). But 
most interesting of all is a description by Ir- 
ving (in his own column) of a meeting with 
Willis Carto, at the headquarters of Carto’s 
group, the Liberty Lobby, in Washington 
DC: 


“Carto appeared to have an efficient 
and dedicated staff. We talked about the 
ties that exist between the Liberty Lobby 
and the Institute of Historical Review in 
California ... I sketched out to Carto 


the correct line — as I see it — to take if 
one is dragged into any debate on the 
Holocaust. I regard the issue as one of 
purely academic interest to historians, 
and of no relevance whatever to modern 
European, let alone British problems.’’ 


Notwithstanding, Irving goes on to 
describe the Liberty Lobby’s Spotlight as 
‘fan - excellent fortnightly newspaper’’. 
Readers will not need reminding that, in ad- 
dition to an obsession with denying the ex- 
istence of the holocaust, Spotlight con- 
sistently calls for apartheid-style racial 
segregation in America, and argues that ‘‘if 
we had left Hitler alone, he would have 
destroyed the USSR’’. And Willis Carto 
himself is well known for his opinion that 
‘*Hitler’s defeat was the defeat of Europe 
and America. . . the blame, it seems, must 
be laid at the door of the International 
Jews’’. 


Promoted by Penguin 


In Focal Point, David Irving announces that 
he is to receive the ‘‘Freedom Prize’’ of the 
extreme-right Deutsches Volksunion, who 
have just hosted another extensive German 
lecture tour by the ‘‘Britische Historiker’’. 
On 29 April, Irving will also be privileged to 


be the ‘‘lead title’? in Penguin’s New Book 
list. The War Between The Generals is to be 
given ‘‘a major Penguin promotion’’, in- 


cluding ‘‘widespread advertising’? and a 
‘stunning POS featuring dumpbin and 
poster’’. The book is described as ‘‘one of the 
greatest untold stories of the Second World 
War’’. 


American 
Right makes 
links in 
Britain 


ABOUT 40 people attended a private 
conference to teach British right- 
wingers the direct-mail techniques 
employed by the American New Right 
so successfully over the last five years. 
The existence of the conference, held in 
London on 15 and 16 March, was 
revealed by the New Statesman in an 
article published three days before. 
The British organisers of the conference 
were a group called ‘‘Coalition for Peace 
through Security’’, which was set up in Oc- 
tober 1981 to counter CND. According to 
the NS, two key figures in the CPS are 
Thatcherite former Young Conservatives 
Tony Kerpel (a Camden councillor) and Ed- 
ward Leigh (a former GLC councillor). But 
the conference was funded by the American 
Free Congress Research and Education 
Foundation, the ‘‘research arm’’ of the 
Committee for the Survival of a Free Con- 
gress, one of the central American New 
Right organisations, which raised 
$1,623,750 during the 1980 election period 
to finance propaganda against liberal 
Senators and for the Reagan campaign. 
The leading light of the CSFC is Paul 
Weyrich, one of the speakers at the London 
conference, and the founder of the 
‘‘Heritage Foundation’, a _ right-wing 
think-tank that has considerable influence 
on the Reagan administration. Heritage was 
originally funded by wealthy Colorado 
brewer Joseph Coors, who has also con- 


tributed funds to the rabidly right-wing 
John Birch Society. The foundation — and 
particularly its journal Policy Review — is 


Paul Weyrich, one of the speakers at the 
London conference. 


well-known as a key link between the 
British and American Rights: John 
O’Sullivan of the Daily Telegraph was the 
journal’s editor, and both Ronald Butt 
(Times) and T.E. Utley (also the Telegraph) 
have contributed. In addition, Robert Moss 
and Stephen Haseler, both closely involved 
with the Freedom Association and its paper 
Free Nation, have contributed to Policy 
Review, and, indeed, Haseler is on the jour- 
nal’s editorial board, and was a 
‘‘distinguished scholar’? of Heritage in 
1977-78, before returning to Britain to sign 
the Limehouse Declaration and join the 
policy committee of the SDP. 


The Moral Majority 


The Freedom Association is also con- 
nected, in a more direct way, with the 
Coalition for Peace through Security via Dr 
Julian Lewis, of St Anthony’s College Ox- 
ford, one of five sponsors of the organisa- 
tion. Lewis, a writer for Free Nation, was 
half of the two-man team which sought to 
prevent the de-selection of Reg Prentice as 
Labour candidate in Newham North-East 
in the mid-70s, a campaign secretly funded 


by the Freedom Association (Lewis and his 
co-campaigner Paul McCormick later fell 
out, and the writs started to fly). The other 
sponsors are Kerpel, Leigh, Francis 
Leonard Holihan (a ‘‘colourful American 
businessman’’ whose interests have includ- 
ed roller-skates and flying saucers), and 
Stewart Menaul, a writer of frequent letters 
to the Daily Telegraph on defence matters, 
and a speaker for the Freedom Association 
(West Surrey branch, 26 February 1980). 
Menaul is also with the Institute for the 
Study of Conflict, whose director Brian 
Crozier is a Freedom Association stalwart. 

In addition to Paul Weyrich, speakers at 
the London conference included several key 
figures in various American New Right 
campaigns, including those against abor- 
tion, homosexuality and ‘‘Darwinian’’ 
schoolbooks. Most significant of all is Mor- 
ton Blackwell, who was a central figure on 
the New Right (he edited the ‘‘New Right 
Report’’, the umbrella house journal of the 
various groups) until his appointment to the 
White House as ‘‘presidential assistant for 
public liaison’’, early last year. 

The stated purpose of the conference was 
to aquaint British right-wing campaigners 
and businessmen of the successful techni- 
ques — involving millions of direct-mail let- 
ters sent out to potential supporters on a 
computerised system — employed by 
Blackwell, Weyrich and others to organise 
extreme-right opinion. Perhaps the greatest 
organisational triumph of the New Right to 
date was the creation of the so-called 
‘‘Moral Majority’? — an alliance of New- 
Righters and fundamentalist preachers, 
which had a significant effect on the 1980 
elections, in terms of mobilising support for 
Reagan and against a number of liberal 
Congressmen (including Frank Church of 
Idaho and George McGovern of South 
Dakota) who were defeated by right-wing 
Republicans. 

Among those invited to the London con- 
ference were Sir Arnold Hall of Hawker 
Siddeley, Nigel Broakes of Trafalgar House 
and Sir John Clark of Plessey, who is also a 
member of the National Defence Industries 
Council. 


Umbrella group unites racist christians 


THE CHRISTIAN Affirmation Cam- 
paign which recently held its annual 
conference in East Sussex, is, despite 
its name, an unmistakably political 
organisation whose members and aims 
are as odd as its title. 

The CAC operates as a_ right-wing 
pressure group on religious matters. Its sup- 
port, though mainly rooted in ‘High 
Church’ Anglicanism, also comes from the 
traditionalist wing of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and other creeds. Its secretary is 
Bernard Smith from Worthing, author of 
The Fraudulent Gospel. His wife, Avril, is 
also active in the organisation. 

While being bitterly hostile to liberal 
ecumenism, the CAC unites members of 
many Christian churches who see the 
leaders of their churches as too liberal or 


even left-wing. It also unites those of dif- 
ferent extremist organisations, as their 1982 
conference agenda shows. Speakers at the 
conference, held on 19-21 March at 
Ashburnham House, near Battle, were 
Peter Bauer, Charles Oxley, Dr Kitty Little, 
the Rev. Peter Manton and Father Arthur 
Lewis. Peter Bauer has in the past written 
for the Freedom Association newspaper 
Free Nation, Dr Kitty Little writes regularly 
for On Target, journal of the far-right 
British League of Rights. Peter Manton, 
the vice dean of Jersey, recently proposed 
the vote of thanks at a meeting in London 
of Joan Mason’s racist right group WISE, 
which was addressed by the late Ronald Bell 
MP. But undoubtedly the most interesting 
of the speakers was Arthur Lewis, the 
notorious Zimbabwean cleric whose views 
are so far off the edge that in 1979 the 


Home Secretary saw fit to ban him from 
entering Britain. he had been the leading 
force in the Christian League for Southern 
Africa, whose South African wing was bad- 
ly compromised during the Muldergate 
scandal. A week after the CAC conference 
Lewis addressed a meeting of WISE in Lon- 
don (see next page). 

The CAC’s leaders are not themselves 
without extremist connections. In 1977 Ber- 
nard Smith wrote an article about the 
World Council of Churches for John Tyn- 
dali’s Spearhead, then published in support 
of the National Front. More recently he has 
been associated with the Freedom Associa- 
tion. 

David Hopson, 


prominent 
member of the campaign, is a member of 
the Gwent branch of the Freedom Associa- 
tion. 


another 


God backs apartheid churchmen claim 


ON 26 March at Caxton Hall, 500 
members of WISE (Welsh, Irish, 
Scots, English — a racist umbrella 
group) heard Father Arthur Lewis of 
the Rhodesian Christian Group speak. 
Father Lewis thinks that the election of 
Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe was a 
victory for the forces of evil, and that 
we should support the white minority 
in South Africa. A group of about a 
dozen National Front members were 
present, and extreme right-wing 
literature, including NF News, League 
Review, Nationalism Today, Candour, 
Heritage and Destiny and Excalibur 
were openly on sale. 


The meeting was opened by a long rambl- 
ing speech from WISE chairperson Michael 
Clarke. He warned the audience that 
‘‘Jesus the Lord will visit us soon’’ to 
punish us, and that the ‘‘supreme con- 
spirator’’ (the Devil) was backing the Rus- 
sians. In his view there was a spiritual battle 
going on between Christian West and Com- 
munist East, and in it South Africa was 
vital for the defence of the West. 

Father Lewis was also prone to make 
evangelical gestures, in his case with out- 
stretched hands. Lewis had come hotfoot 
from a meeting of the Christian Affirma- 
tion Campaign (there were several other 
dog collars in the audience). 

In the past Lewis has also been involved 
with the Christian League of Southern 
Africa, and has written a pamphlet for 
them headed Liberation in Africa, on alleg- 


ed atrocities by black guerrillas (Christian 
League 1979). 

The Christian League was exposed as a 
propaganda agency of the South African 
government following the ‘‘Muldergate’’ 
scandal. According to Gordon Winter in 
Inside Boss (Penguin 1982), the Christian 
League was used not only as a propaganda 
outlet, but also as a front organisation by 
South African military intelligence. 

Groups such as the Christian League are 
intended to fight against the world’s moral 
condemnation of white South Africa. They 
do this by labelling opponents such as the 
World Council of Churches, as supporters 
of ‘‘terrorism’’ or ‘‘extremism’’, and 
frighten away the faint hearted, such as the 
Salvation Army, which has dissaffiliated 
from the WCC. 

The Rhodesian Christian Group, based 
in South Africa, was founded by Father 
Lewis in 1972, and in 1974 joined with the 
Christian League. The aims of the RCG are 
‘“‘the dissemination of facts worldwide to 
help prevent the recurrence of Zimbabwe in 
South Africa’’. 

Most of Lewis’ speech was about the 
alleged betrayal in Rhodesia. According to 
him, the first internal elections in which 
Bishop Muzorewa was elected, but in which 
the Patriotic Front didn’t take part, were a 
‘thappy, jolly affair’’, but the later ele: 
tions set up by the Lancaster House agree- 
ment were ‘‘terrorist ones’’. 

He went on at great length about the 
alleged Vietcong style torture inflict on MP 
‘‘Wally’’ Stuttaford, including the alleged 
use Of bamboos inserted between the 


fingers by the Zimbabwean security police. 
He contrasted the lack of British govern- 
ment reaction with the ‘‘great fuss when 
Alex Kitson was detained for 20 minutes”’ 
by the South Africans. 

Wallace Stuttaford was arrested by the 
authorities in Zimbabwe because of his 
alleged involvement in a South African 
backed armed plot to bring down the 
government. 

As regards criticisms made of South 
Africa, Lewis’ reply was that ‘‘no country is 
perfect”. 

The audience was largely the middle aged 
to old, middle class, and ‘‘respectable’’. 
One young man from the National Front 
made a speech about the Jewish conspiracy 
theory. According to him, in Britain 
‘‘we’ve got a Yiddish government, not a 
British one’’. What about the Rothschilds 
and Oppenheimer in South Africa, he 
wanted to know? 

At this clear expression of anti-semitism, 
the response, or rather non-response from 
the platform was very interesting. Father 
Lewis merely stated that not a// members of 
any social group were bad! 

A respectable-looking woman said that 
she and her husband had just returned from 
South Africa, and that she thought that the 
your man had a point. She thought there 
~ . an atmosphere of defeatism in South 
Africa. 

The fascist groups such as the National 
Front seem increasingly self-assured at 
WISE meetings, a sign of how extreme even 
‘*respectable’’ racism has become. 


THE CONGREGATION at a London 
memorial meeting for the late racist 
Tory MP Sir Ronald Bell, reflected the 
extent to which, in his life, Bell’s 
political activity aimed at bridging the 
gap between the right-wing of the Tory 
Party and more sinister forces outside 
it. Nothing could demonstrate the 


point more vividly than the presence on 
the one hand of Tory leader Margaret 
Thatcher who read the lesson, and on 
the other, the Dowager Lady Jane 
Birdwood, a well-known patron of 
some of the most sinister British nazi 
groups. 

The range of organisations represented at 
the service bore eloquent testimony to the 
breadth of Bell’s political interests. 
Amongst those represented from the more 
mainstream right were the Monday Club, 
Selsdon Group, Freedom Association, 
British Anti-Common Market Campaign 
(formerly Safeguard Britain Campaign), 
and AIMS, not to mention a whole bundle 
of local Conservative Party Associations 
and Young Conservative groups. From 
much further out on the right, apart from 
Lady Birdwood, came representatives from 
the Immigration Control Association, and 
from three organisations — the British 
Housewives League, National Association 
of Anti-Common Market Associations, and 
Women Against the Common Market — 
closely associated in the past with Don Mar- 
tin’s British League of Rights. Also in at- 
tendance were Sam Swerling and Patrick 
Wall MP, who worked closely with Bell in 
the Monday Club and the South African- 
financed Christian League for Southern 


Margaret Thatcher read the lesson. 


Africa. And of course there was Bell’s own 
homespun extremist group Tory Action, 
represented officially by Robin Davies. The 
address, not surprisingly, was given by 
Enoch Powell. 


Candidly Speaking 


PENSIONABLE readers may recall that there is a 
small magazine called Candour, founded by A.K. 
Chesterton (the pre-war Mosleyite who founded 
the National Front) and now edited by the hard- 
to-pronounce Rosine de Bounevialle. In January, 
Ms de Bounevialle wrote a short paragraph on 
us, which began as follows: 
“Candour’s editor was delighted to find 
herself the object of some intemperate 
spume flicked from the pen of a Searchlight 
hack concerning her alleged involvement in 
British Resistance, which uses Forest House 
as a forwarding address for mail. Searchlight 
is notorious for publishing stories which are 
five per cent true and 95 per cent 
unintelligent guesswork, fervid imagination 
and sheer damned nonsense, and the feature 
of Rosine ran true to form.” 


Now, if Ms de Bounevialle wants to deny to 
Candour readers that she was a founder of. 
British Resistance, that is of course up to her. 
But what interests us is that the ‘‘allegation”’ that 
she is involved with the movement was made by 
Rosine herself, in an article in the Guardian 
(18.2.81.). Speaking of British Resistance, she 
told reporter Malcolm Stuart that ‘we are copy- 
ing the cell system devised by the Roman 
Catholic Church and appropriated with great 
success by the Communists . . . Each pride will 
operate independently and will make life very dif- 
ficult for anyone in public life who goes against 
the true wishes of the British people’. 

Not content with this, Ms Bounevialle return- 
ed to the attack in the Feb/March issue of her 
organ, when, under the headline ‘Has ‘’Sear- 
chlight’” a faulty beam?’, she printed a long letter 
from lan Souter Clarence, claiming that he is not 
involved with the nazi Column 88, and that “’| 
have never been a member of this mysterious 
group or any other nazi organisation’’. 

Well, again, if Mr Clarence — who is the 
senior officer in Viking Commando, the military 
wing of Column 88 — wants to deny his involve- 
ment, we can sympathise. But if he is serious 
about denying involvement in any nazi organisa- 
tion, he really shouldn't allow himself to be 
photographed standing next to Mike Griffin, 
leader of the nazi League of St. George, or, for 
that matter, near to Roger Spinyewijn, leader of 
the Belgian nazi VMO. He might also be advised 
to do something about the records of his 
membership of the nazi National Front in the 70s 
and the nazi British National Party in the 60s. 


* * * 


Brown Owl 
THERE was an ad in the personal column of the 
Daily Telegraph, which caught our eye, as it ap- 
peared on the day when the diminutive but 
unpleasant Sir Kenneth Newman was appointed 
head of the Met. 

The ad read: “MIGHTY MOUSE: PI. ring 
Brown Owl”. 

Now, the world knows that ‘’Mighty Mouse’”’ 
is the pleasantry used to describe Sir Kenneth. 
But who on earth can Brown Owl be? 


* * * 


The tragedy of Haseler 


ANTI-RACISTS will have been pleased to read, 
in the Guardian of 15 March, that Mrs Shirley 
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Williams is calling for positive discrimination in 
favour of black people (including a policy of 
“restricting government contracts to firms with 
equal employment opportunities’ and ‘‘com- 
pulsory equal employment policies in govern- 
ment departments, nationalised industries and 
local authorities”). Mrs Williams went on to 
criticise the new ‘‘sus” law and to criticise the 
nationality act and immigration laws as “‘pro- 
foundly racist’. 

All good stuff. But supporters of such ideas 
should pause before nailing their colours to the 
SDP mast, not least because of the presence, on 
the SDP’s Policy Committee, of Dr Stephen 
Haseler, whose relations with ultra-conservative 
American think-tanks and the Freedom Associa- 
tion are mentioned elsewhere in this issue. 

Shortly before nailing Ais colours to the SDP 
(by signing the “Limehouse Declaration’), Dr 
Haseler outlined his disillusion with the Labour 
party in a book, The Tragedy of Labour, in which 
he called for a new party which would be “right 
of centre (more so than the present Conservative 
Party) on social, moral, international issues and 
in ideological posture’. 

One particular right-of-centre posture which 
Dr Haseler was particularly keen to take up con- 
cerned immigration. The ‘total numbers’ of 
black immigrants, he wrote, are not the issue, 
the “real problem is that new immigrants have 
settled in large numbers in concentrated form in 
the working class areas of the major cities’. Cer- 
tainly, he went on, ‘‘working class hostility to 
Third World immigration is a fact of British life. 
But hostility is not ‘racism’.”’ Further, “the use of 
‘racist’ labelling by the left is tactical, not prin- 
cipled’’; and, in conclusion: 


“The majority must not feel that minorities 
are becoming over-assertive and overween- 
ing or that they have some special hold on 
the governing elite which majorities can not 
attain’. This principle, he continued, applied 
“to immigrant groups (particularly to their ar- 
ticulate leaders)”’. 


The openness and tolerance of the Social 
Democratic Party is of course one of its great 
features. But this open? 


* * * 


Historikal Review 


ANOTHER new-rightist mentioned cisewhere in 
this issue is David Irving. The “Britishe 
Historiker”’ also popped up in the Guardian, ina 
review by none other than Martin Walker of a 
book on the ghastly Reinhard Heydrich, Him- 
mler’s leading SS sidekick. Walker's review of 
Gunther Deschner’s Heydrich noted with some 
surprise that Heydrich had succeeded in ‘‘woo- 
ing an astonishing proportion of the Czech work- 
ing class to acquiescence, if not support, of Ger- 
man rule’, and, in a companion review of 
another book, Walker opined that “it was the 
misfits, the extremists, the far left and the na- 
tionalist far right, that dominated the Resistance 
in most countries” during the war. 

But the opening paragraph is of most interest. 
Walker started as follows: 


“Revisionist history of the Second World 
War has been given a bad name in this coun- 
try by the work of David Irving. The transla- 
tion of these two important works by German 
historians should help to restore the 
balance.” 


Well, it is true that Irving has given such 
historiography a bad name. It’s also true that Irv- 
ing is given “particular mention’’ by the author of 
the Heydrich book for being among those who 
had “enriched this book with interviews, 
references and advice”’. 

And, indeed, the end of the first chapter puts 
forward the view — long a David Irving perennial 
— that Hitler survived for so long because he 


gathered round himself a number of 
“technocratic geniuses”, like Heydrich himself, 
whose “devotion, attention to detail and impar- 
tiality’’ held the Third Reich together. 


* * * 


Fruitcakes and ale 


IT is a truth universally acknowledged by nazis of 
all persuasions that the modern city is a hotbed 
of vice and degeneracy, and that life would be 
much better if we all went back to the country 
and started to plough. This idea runs throughout 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf, and has also mightily exer- 
cised New National Front leader John Tyndall 
throughout his grimy political career. 

Tyndall returns to the theme in a long article in 
the March issue of his journal Spearhead, whose 
message is summed up in the opening sentence: 
“Racial downbreeding and a society without 
discipline are increasing our population of 
useless slobs’”’. Clearly, part of Tyndall’s purpose 
is to mount a not-frightfully-covert attack on the 
“useless slobs’” now running the National Front. 
But he clearly feels that the syndrome of “racial 
downbreeding” is not confined to his erstwhile 
Kameraden, but in fact infects’’a number to be 
counted in the millions’. And some of them are 
white, too: 


“It would be easy to simplify the issue”, Tyn- 
dall writes, “‘and attribute our problems to 
the arrival of West Indian and Asian im- 
migrants in this country and to stipulate that, 
with the repatriation of these immigrants and 
their offspring, those problems would go 
away. But this would be to understate the 
role played in the creation of the problems by 
inferior strains within the indigenous races of 
the British Isles. These latter strains have for 
a long time tended to congregate in certain 
city areas of Britain — in fact since the in- 
dustrial revolution — and_ substantially 
predate the first arrivals of coloured im- 
migrants from the New Commonwealth. 
Partly for reasons of religious background, 
and partly because of the benevolence of the 
welfare state, they have tended to have more 
children than the national average and have 
thereby increased in the way that | have early 
described.” 


Now it is easy to find this stuff laughable — 
particularly when reminded of other, earlier 
forms of anti-city propaganda. In 1960, Tyndall 
attended a British National Party summer camp, 
which was reported by the BNP as follows: ‘’The 
most enjoyable part of the camp was the oppor- 
tunity to get away from the cosmopolitanism of 
the cities and to live in the manner of our forefolk 
amidst the beauties of our own Northland, 
England. None will forget the comradeship 
round the campfire, with songs of our race and 
nation upon our lips and tankards of English ale 
in our hands”. 

But the hysterical spectre of Tyndall et a/ sit- 
ting round quaffing Watney’s Red Barrel and 
crooning “The Ballad of John Barleycorn” 
should not blind us to the implications of all this. 
In his March article, Tyndall goes on: 


“In the case of the very worst of these 
elements, i.e. those with a family legacy of 
disease, imbecility or mental or character 
disorder, a policy of sterilisation would be 
justified as a prudent measure to protect 
future generations from a proliferation of 
their kind. Exactly who would qualify for such 
treatment would of course be a matter for 
medical experts to decide.” 


This is not the first time Tyndall has addressed 
himself to this question. Back in the early ‘60s, 
he wrote in Spearhead (No.4): “There will be an 
unanswerable case, when the day for the great 
clean-up comes, to implement the final solution 
against these subhuman elements by means of 
the gas-chamber system’’. 
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Tyndall's mentor 

advocates a new 
morality to justify 
holocaust 


THE wheel has come around full circle 
for Mr Tyndall of the New National 
Front. In the early 1960s he used to 
strut around in various nazi uniforms 
and spout the vilest of sentiments. Sud- 
denly, around the time the National 
Front was formed, all became sweet- 
ness and light, as Tyndall, a born-again 
democratic politician, dismissed all the 
previous excesses as ‘youthful over- 
enthusiasm’. But now, slipping into 
late middle-age (the ‘youthful’ follies 
always had a rather adult air about 
them), Tyndall and his magazine are 
reverting to their former habits. 

Not that this indicates any change of fun- 
damental belief, for the ‘respectable’ phase 
of the National Front was only a superficial 
expediency. In fact, Tyndall wrote to the 
American nazi leader, William Pierce in 
1967 (the year of the formation of the Na- 
tional Front) that: 


“To be frank, I do not believe that a 
movement with an open nazi label has a 
hope of winning national power either in 
Britain or the USA in the foreseeable 
future. I have therefore sought to 
modify the form of our programme 
though not of course the essence of our 
ideology . . . and you must bear in mind 
that the whole tone of our propaganda 
now has to be considerably modified by 
the existence of the Race Relations act, 
which the Jews got through Parliament’’ 
(see Searchlight, 1978, No.38). 


Tyndall went on to explain that his faction 
(‘‘the NS faction’’ i.e. National Socialists) 
would gain control of the new movement 
and that ‘‘our strategy is to use the 
moderate elements, to work behind them 
for as long as is necessary, but to effectively 
control them’’. 

True to this strategy, Spearhead dropped 
its crude remarks about gas-chambers, in 
order to deny that it was in any way pro- 
nazi or even anti-semitic. However, at last, 
in the latest issue of Spearhead (March) we 
see how impatient Mr T is getting with his 
respectable pose, and how his thoughts are 
turning once again to those gas chambers, 
which supposedly never existed. What is 
more this change is occurring by courtesy of 
the same William Pierce, to whom John 
Tyndall opened his heart over 15 years ago. 

All this can be seen in an article written 
by William Pierce and entitled ‘New 
Morality Needed for Race Survival’, which 
originally appeared in the intensely anti- 
semitic American paper, National 
Vanguard. And it is clear from the very 


beginning that his article marks a shift from 
what has been the standard Spearhead posi- 
tion in recent months. 

Firstly he starts off with a criticism 
against the American publication, Journal 
of Historical Review, which has been the 
leading element in the campaign to deny the 
existence of the Holocaust. No longer is this 
journal presented as the soundest scientific 
authority on the subject, but, according to 
Pierce, it ‘‘has been made to look very 
foolish’’ by a recent court case which ruled 
that the Holocaust was a proven fact. Mr 
Pierce goes on to rap the knuckles of those 
‘*reckless ‘revisionists’ who assert that no 
Jews were killed, solely for being Jews, by 
the German government’’. In fact, Mr P, 
proud of the sort of company he mixes 
with, declares that ‘‘I have spoken with SS 
men who told me that they shot Jews, and I 
believe them’’. 


“The tender-minded souls” 


Stepping gently down an apparently 
moderate path, Mr Pierce declares that it is 
not ‘‘reasonably subject to dispute that 
some Jews were shot, nor is it ‘‘reasonably 
subject to dispute’’ that other Jews ‘‘were 
confined in concentration camps”’ and that 
some of them may have ‘‘died of typhus 
and other infectious diseases’’. And then, 
using the same refrain of not being 
‘*reasonably subject to doubt’’, Mr Pierce 
warms to his subject that ‘‘organised Jewry 
has engaged in a lying campaign of un- 
precedented magnitude during the past 40 
years about their ‘persecution’ at the hands 
of the Germans’’. 

So far, apart from the criticism of the 
Journal of Historical Review, it’s all pretty 
par for the course. 

Nor is Mr P _ deviating from the 
customary Spearhead line when he says that 
he ‘‘wishes everyone well who works at ex- 
posing the Holocaust lies’’. As he so 


delicately puts it: ‘One of the reasons is the - 


strictly practical matter of proving the Jews 
liars, destroying their credibility, exposing 
their deceptions, as a prelude to getting 
them off Germany’s back and America’s 
back and everyone else’s back forever’’ (but 
pause here to note the finality of that word 
‘forever’). 

Let us note also that only two sentences 
later the reasons have suddenly narrowed 
down to a single, and predictable, reason: 
‘*It’s the reason — the only reason — we 
write about the Holocaust from time to 
time’’ (oh, yes, we quote exactly — from 
time to time) ‘‘and describe factual 
material, such as The Hoax of the Twen- 
tieth Century, dealing with it’’. And at this 
point the argument gathers pace as it pro- 
ceeds to its solution (the solution forever) 
of the problem which continues to obsess 
Tyndall and Pierce. 

Step number one in the plan for getting 
Jews off ‘everyone’s back’ involves destroy- 
ing the ‘‘white guilt complex’’ which leaves 
‘‘some White People uptight about the 


Holocaust question’’: ‘‘The thought that 
their racial kinsmen, or people whom they 
have admired or whose ideology they share, 
may have put large numbers of Jews to 
death makes them very uncomfortable’’. In 
fact, Mr P is most vexed about ‘‘the tender- 
minded souls who are tormented by the 
mental spectacle of Jews being herded into 
gas chambers’’. Thus one needs to switch 
‘‘the attention of the hand wringers from 
the supposed gassing of Jews by Germans’’. 

However, this is only step one, and there 
still remains ‘‘a more fundamental ill 
underlying the discomfort which the 
Holocaust causes for many ‘revisionists’, 
even for some of them who are consciously 
anti-Jewish’’. Casting aside the pretence 
that denying the Holocaust is not a matter 
of being ‘anti-Jewish’, Mr P then takes the 
step which Spearhead has not taken for 
many a year: ‘‘That ill is their implicit ac- 
ceptance of a morality according to which 
the Germans should be condemned, if the 
Jewish Holocaust claims were, in fact, 
true’’. 

That is precisely the morality which 
Pierce wishes to replace — the morality 
which finds genocide absolutely reprehensi- 
ble, or, to quote Mr P’s prose, the ‘‘love- 
thy-nigger ethic of Asiatic origin’’: ‘‘It is a 
morality which holds that everything”’ (yes, 
everything, not every person) ‘‘which walks 
upright on two legs and talks is precious 
and ought to be preserved’’. 


“Tt is a morality which damns the Ger- 
mans for attempting to rid themselves of 
a pernicious infestation which was stifl- 
ing their national life; and it is a morality 
which will equally damn any attempt by 
White Americans to disinfect the 
cesspool of mongrelisation which their 
own country is fast becoming.’’ 


In short, the Holocaust is not something to 
be criticised (except, perhaps, for its lack of 
efficacy). And thus one must find ‘‘a new 
and higher morality’’, i.e. one which will 
justify any sort of Holocaust which nazis 
might care to indulge in. 

Let us quote again at length from Mr 
Pierce, just to emphasise that this is what he 
really is saying: ‘‘The ‘revisionist’, the con- 
servative, the right winger, the anti-semite 
who cannot face the Holocaust squarely 
and judge it on the basis of a higher morali- 
ty, according to which it is only the upward 
course of Life which is sacred, also cannot 
solve the other moral problems of the day; 
he cannot, for example, cope successfully 
with the challenges to a White future which 
are presented by non-White immigration 
and by a high non-White birthrate.’’ 

No more will Pierce’s post-bag contain 
letters from Tyndall claiming to use a 
‘moderate strategy’. All that remains to be 
seen is whether Spearhead will replace 
Pierce’s glutinous prose with the crude 
language of gutter nazism which it formerly 
employed. Fancy phrases or violent 
rhetoric, there’s little difference — the 
underlying message is, and always has been, 
exactly the same. 
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Violence on London’s estates 


@ VIETNAMESE VICTIMS OF RACISM 


Racist harassment of people living on South 
London housing estates is increasing at a worry- 
ing rate, according to Tim Ridout, race relations 
advisor to Lewisham Council Housing Depart- 
ment. Vietnamese tenants are the latest victims 
of assaults and intimidation, particularly on the 
Greater London Council Pepys Estate in Dept- 
ford. As the refugees liaise more closely with 
local groups like the Lewisham Community 
Relations Council, more and more cases have 
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come to light. 

At a press conference organised by Lewisham 
CRC, Mr Quang Nguyan, field officer with the 
British Refugee Council, said that many of the 
victims had not been reporting the attacks to the 
police as they felt they did not know enough 
English or they were too confused by the pre- 
judice being shown towards them. One man, Mr 
Mao Duong, described how he was beaten up by 
a gang of four white youths near his home last 
summer. He said that he still had blurred vision, 
and was scared to go out alone now. (South Lon- 


don Press 16.3.82.) 

Attacks on Vietnamese refugees are not con- 
fined to London. An officer with the Save the 
Children Project in Cambridge who has been in- 
volved in resettling them said that those coming 
to live in the Cambridge area had to face ‘‘deeply 
upsetting’ attacks on them and their families. 
Typical incidents included rubbish being dumped 
in their gardens and stones thrown at their win- 
dows. At least one family had asked to be 
rehoused as they were so upset by the attacks. 
Attempts are being made to put the refugees in 
touch with local people through a new organisa- 
tion called the Cambridgeshire Area Refugee 
Resettlement Group. (Cambridge Evening News 
19.3.82.) : 


@ WEST LONDON REPORT ON RACIST 
VIOLENCE 


Ealing Community Relations Council (ECRC) 
have produced an up-date to their report 
‘Racialist Activity in Ealing 1979-81’. They point 
out in this new paper that two more reports — 
the Scarman and Home Office report on Racial 
Attacks — have since officially recognised that 
racially motived crime exists and is on the in- 
crease. 

The up-date, which covers the period from 
August 1981 to March 1982, welcomes the way in 
which local police have responded to these 
reports with greater resources, monitoring, train- 
ing, and support and assistance to victims. They 
add though that it is too early to see any effect, 
both in deterring racist violence or in increasing 
confidence in the police. 

The local council, however, has not made any 
such effort to take action against racialist activi- 
ty, according to this new report, ECRC criticises 
the lack of guidance given by the Education 
Department to staff in schools, though the Hous- 
ing Department had appointed a senior staff 
member to be responsible for this area of work 
and were in touch with ECRC on training mat- 
ters. The report claims that there has been a 
“‘total lack of concern at a political level’’ on the 
part of Ealing Council. They say this was il- 
lustrated by their cynical refusal to take part in 
the Greater London Council’s Police Committee 
inquiries into racial harassment and vandalism. 
In addition, the council still does not fund ECRC 
and this year has not offered any funds to 
Southall Rights, one of the major centres for 
black people in the area. 

The report then lists some of the attacks that 
have taken place in the borough since August 
1981, and lists what has been done about them. 
For example: During November 1981, ECRC 
was contacted by 11 families living on the Golf 
Link Estate (Southall) who complained on 
several occasions of racial harassment and at- 
tacks against them. These reports were also ac- 
companied by complaints of graffiti, blocked 
drains, fires in lifts and general environmental 
problems. Meetings were then arranged between 
tenants, the police and the Housing and Educa- 
tion Departments. Since then there has been 
some improvement and the police have arrested 
some of the youths who were alleged to have 
been responsible for some of the incidents. 

In early February, a large piece of concrete 
was thrown through the window of Mr S’s house 
in Hanwell. He called the police who arrived half 
an hour later, by which time those responsible 
had left. Other Asian families living nearby were 
said to be experiencing similar attacks. Police in- 
formed ECRC that there would be increased 
patrols in the area. 

Racialist Activity in Ealing (August 81-March 
82). Ealing CRC, 2 The Green, High Street, Lon- 
don WS. Tel: 01-579 3861. 

Searchlight has also received reports from 
readers of continuous harassment of blacks liv- 
ing on estates in Acton, West London. Fascist 
graffiti and stickers regularly go up on walls and 
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blacks can be assaulted for going into certain 
pubs. Window breaking is a common occurrence 
and some families, like the Gohils below, have 
had to be rehoused. 


e@ SOUTH ACTON 


A family have been driven out of their home in 
South Acton, near London, by a skinhead terror 
campaign. 

Mr Manu Gohil said that he and his family had 
been under siege for three months. Every night a 
group of about 40 youths gathered outside the 
two-bedroom flat at St Margaret’s Lodge, Park 
Road North. 

One night, three weeks ago, all the windows 
were smashed with bricks and milk bottles, and 
since then the family have been living in darkness 
with the windows boarded up. 

Mr Gohil is a driving instructor, and three of 
his cars have been badly damaged, including one 
completely burnt out. Dog excreta has been 
smeared on their front door. His wife, Kalish, 
and their two year old son, Ashwin, have been 
threatened by skinheads with a knife. 

For the last few weeks Mr Gohil has taken his 
family with him while out with learner drivers, 
because he’s frightened to leave them alone. 

Racist graffiti, swastikas, and the word 
‘*skin’’ have been daubed over the walls of the 
block of flats. 

Ealing Council agreed to rehouse the Gohil’s, 
and they have recently been rehoused. 

In spite of the constant racist harassment, 
police were unable to make any arrests. Com- 
munity liaison officer Chief Inspector Ian 
Quinn, who deals with racial attacks, said: 

‘“‘We are treating these dreadful attacks very 
seriously indeed.’’ He has had talks with senior 
officers. (Acton Gazette 18.3.82.) 


@ ATTACKS ON ASIANS 


Asians were attacked in two separate incidents in 
Brent, north-west London. Three young Asians 
were attacked by a group of white youths who 
were standing outside a fish and chip shop. They 
ran off but were chased by their attackers and a 
fight occurred during which the Asian youths 
defended themselves with hockey sticks. The 
following night two Asian men needed hospital 
treatment after being attacked by a gang of 
whites. One of the Asians suffered a broken rib 
and another facial cuts. Two white men were de- 
tained and more arrests are anticipated. 
(Willesden Chronicle 5.3.82.) 


@ ARSENAL FOUND IN RACISTS’ FLAT 


A gang of white youths, one of them bran- 
dishing a long knife, burst into a black disco 
in Hackney, East London, shouting racist 
slogans. When police later raided a flat on the 
estate they found an arsenal of weapons, in- 
cludin? a gun, an axe and a sword. The flat 
belonged to the Lynn family, and Ricardo, 
20, and Anthony Lynn, 19, have since ap- 
peared in court on charges of committing 
grievous bodily harm and have been remand- 
ed in custody. 

The attack took place on 19 March as black 
youths were holding a disco in the youth cen- 
tre on the Holly Street estate. Several people 
were injured, including Diana Duberry who 
was rushed to hospital for an emergency 
operation after being stabbed in the stomach. 
A crowd chased the Lynn brothers out of the 
club to their flat nearby, where they barricad- 
ed themselves in until police arrived. 


and 
elsewhere... 


@ RACE TERROR IN LIVERPOOL 


Violent attacks have been made on black people 
in Liverpool. Stones have been thrown through 
windows, National Front slogans painted on 
cars, and tyres slashed. One woman was driven 
to attempt suicide by the racist harassment. On 
one council estate, it was claimed, rats and excre- 
ment have been pushed through the letter boxes 
of black people. 

A detailed report carried out by the city’s 
housing department shows that harassment af- 
fects not only the inner city, but also Wallasey, 
St Helens, Netherley, Bootle and Broadgreen. 

The report follows the appointment of a black 
community relations officer, Mr Ferdi Fru, in 
the housing department. He indicates that the 
authorities have generally turned a blind eye to 
racist attacks, either denying that racism exists, 
or worried that black people will use their 
blackness to try and get ‘‘special treatment’’. 
(Liverpool Echo 19.3.82.) 


@ NF MOB IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
ATTACK 


A mob of 20 to 30 youths chanting National 
Front slogans attacked a group of 11 black peo- 
ple who’d been attending a religious concert. 

The group, from Birmingham, had attended a 
religious concert in Ipswich, and had stopped in 
St Neots, Cambridgeshire for something to eat. 

On the way back to their cars, a gang of white 
youths appeared shouting: ‘‘Come on, come on 
you black niggers’ and National Front slogans. 
The black people tried to get back to their cars, 
but some were intercepted, and kicked and pun- 
ched. Those who managed to get into their cars 
and lock the doors were also attacked, and the 
youths made determined efforts to turn the cars 
over. 

Paul Gavaghan (23), from Whittesley, was 
jailed for 18 months. His brother, Michael 
Gavaghan (19), also from Whittesley, was 
sentenced to six months detention. Both were 
found guilty of causing an affray, and criminal 
damage. David Fleming (23), of Eynesbury, and 
Craig Lambert (21), of Queensway St Neots, 
were each ordered to pay £150 compensation, 
and to do 180 hours community service. (Cam- 
bridge Evening News 9.3.82, Hunts Post, Hun- 
tingdon 4.3.82.) 


e@ ‘KKK’ SKINHEAD GANG 


A gang of screaming skinheads shouting ‘Sieg 
Heil’ and ‘Ku Klux Klan’ lured a group of black 
youths into an ambush and bombed them with a 


flaming Molotov cocktail from the second floor 


of a Sandwell council block of flats. One of the 
gang threw a petrol bomb which narrowly missed 
a lady on her way back from work. (Sandwell 
Evening Mail 23.3.82.) 


@ ACCRINGTON 


Vandals daubed racist slogans and smashed win- 
dows at a house in Park Road, Accrington, when 
it became known that an Asian family were to 
move into it. (Accrington Observer 6.3.82.) 


@ MANCHESTER — ARSON ATTEMPTS 


A number of separate arson attempts were made 
on Jewish homes in Manchester on 6 March. 

Seven separate incidents, which were all in the 
north of the city, occurred between midnight and 
2 am. Damage was confined to garden sheds and 
refuse bins. (Jewish Chronicle 12.3.82.) 


@ BATTERING RAM USED AS 
TROOPS OUT MEETING 
ATTACKED 


A-gang of National Front skinheads at- 
tempted to break up a Troops Out 
meeting in Brighton, using a nine foot 
plank as a battering ram. They smashed 
a downstairs window and then threw a 
hail of bricks and stones into the 
building. 

About 30 people — Labour party 
members, trade unionists and students 
— were holding a day conference in the 
Unemployed Centre on 13 March. As 
soon as the attack started they crowded 
into a back room and fortunately no one 
was injured. Police were called im- 
mediately, but the gang of about 10-12 
skinheads had run off before they arriv- 
ed. They later made five arrests, after 
several National Front. members had 
been identified. They carried Union 
Jack banners and shouted NF slogans as 
they made the attack. 


@ ANC OFFICE WRECKED 


A bomb. wrecked the offices of the 
African National Congress in London 
only hours before a big anti-apartheid 
rally. The explosion, on 14 March, was 
caused by a 10 lb bomb placed at the 
rear of the premises in Penton Street, 
Islington. 

Anti-apartheid sources believe that 
South African agents were responsible 
for the blast. Islington has also been a 
centre of fascist activity, and a number 
of attacks have taken place, including 
the firebombing of the local community 
press printshop. 

The existence of such fascist activity 
could have provided a smokescreen for 
South African involvement in the attack 
on the ANC, (Guardian 15.3.82.) 

Following the attack security ar- 
rangements for members of African 
guerrilla movements will be reviewed. 
The Anti-Apartheid Movement claims 
that warnings of the possible attack were 
ignored by both the Special Branch and 
the government. (New Standard 
15.3.82.) 


@ RACE TODAY FIRE 


The offices previously used by Race To- 
day magazine were gutted by fire on 21 
February. This was only two weeks after 
the Race Today collective had moved. 

At first, the police denied that the fire, 
at 74 Shakespeare Road, had been caus- 
ed deliberately. After forensic experts 
had been called in, however, a CID in- 
vestigation began. 

The police still maintain that the 
evidence does not indicate a racist at- 
tack, and suggest that a vendetta against 
the new owner, who intends to run a 
mini cab business, may be behind it. 
(Race Today press release 22.2.82.) 


@e COMMUNITY CENTRE 
ATTACKED 


Two youths were seen running away 
from a predominantly black community 
centre in Tottenham, north London, 
after pushing lighted petrol rags through 
the door. Luckily, neighbours managed 
to put out most of the flames and only 
the door was damaged. (7ottenham 
Weekly Herald 25.2.82.) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 


WACL journal tries 
to clear emigre 


group 


THE LATIN AMERICAN journal of 
the World Anti-Communism League, 
Replica, is going to extraordinary 
lengths to disassociate one of its af- 
filiates from a campaign of terror bom- 
bings in the United States. 

In its January issue, Replica carries a two 
page piece entitled ‘Red terrorist network 
acts to discredit anti-Castro Cubans’, which 
makes the bizarre claim that ‘‘Cuban ter- 
rorists, trained in Libya, and in Cuba itself 
by the Soviets, are behind the bombings 
and assassinations in the United States, at- 
tributing them to free Cubans in exile’’. 

The report refers to bomb attacks late in 
1981 on the Mexican Consulate in Miami, 
at the offices of a pro-Castro journal (also 
called Replica) in the same city, and at the 
Mexican Consulate in New York. All of the 
attacks took place within a few hours. 
Telephone callers claimed responsibility on 
behalf of the Cuban emigre terrorist group 
Omega 7. 

Interestingly, Replica’s efforts to absolve 
Omega 7 from blame for the outrages drew 
heavily upon articles which appeared earlier 
in Spotlight, the weekly paper of Willis Car- 
to’s nazi Liberty Lobby. Carto’s commit- 
ment to historical truth may be judged from 
his role in bankrolling the historical revi- 
sionism movement in the United States. 

There is, of course, no reason why op- 
ponents of the anti-Castro groups should 
go to any trouble to discredit Omega 7. The 
organisation already has an impressive 
record of bombings and murders to its 
credit, under its own name, not to mention 
those which its militants have carried out 
using the name of the Cuban Nationalist 
Movement. 

The problem for WACL of course is that 
one of its own affiliates, the emigre group 
Alpha 66, is closely linked to Omega 
7/CNM. This is not the first time that 
WACL has been associated with terror 
groups, nor does this form of political ac- 
tivity necessarily upset them. But having 
their supporters letting off bombs in major 
cities in the United States could cause a few 
problems amongst the organisation’s main 
financial backers, such as the governments 
of Taiwan and Saudi Arabia, who are keen 
to develop relationships.with the American 
government which have improved con- 
siderably since the Reagan administration 
took office. 
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FRANCE 


Government 
reopen files after 
train bomb attack 


IN THE wake of the bomb attack on 
the Paris-Toulouse express on 1 April 
in which five people died and 28 were 
injured, the French government has 
announced that enquiries into earlier 
unsolved cases of right-wing terrorism 
are to be reopened. 

The train bombing occured not long after 
a deadline ostensibly set by ‘Carlos the 
Jackal’ for the release of two of his col- 
leagues held by French police had expired. 
He had threatened to kill Interior Minister 
Gaston Deferre if the two were not releas- 
ed, and early reports suggested that the ex- 
plosion may have been his response to the 
failure of the French to meet his demands. 
In the event, a telephone caller to a right- 
wing magazine claimed responsibility on 
behalf of the Spanish fascist group calling 
itself the Spanish Basque Battalions. The 
caller added that the group would respond 
with attacks in France each time that ETA 
launched operations in Spain. The threat is 
clearly geared to pressurising the French 
authorities to move against Basque exiles 
living in the South of France. 

The following day, Prime Minister 
Mauroy announced that the security ser- 
vices had been instructed to turn over their 
files on a number of earlier outrages involv- 
ing the far right, where it is widely believed 
that there have been officially inspired 
cover-ups. 

The cases involved are the murder in 1956 
of the Moroccan opposition leader Ben 
Barka, the assassination in 1979 of Pierre 
Goldmann by a group calling itself “The 
Honour of the Police’, and the car bomb 
attack on the synagogue at Rue Copernic in 
1980. 


Violent attacks continue 


Although the more spectacular violent out- 
bursts by the far right have abated in France 
since the syngagogue bombing and the 
subsequent banning of the nazi group 
FANE which was widely believed to have 
been responsible, less spectacular attacks 
have continued. According to a report 
published recently by the Henri Curiel 
Association, there were at least 50 attacks 
carried out in the weeks from the end of Oc- 
tober 1981 to the new year. These included 
a bomb at a cinema in Beziers showing the 
film Battle of Algiers, a bomb at a Polish 
transport company in Paris, and bombs at 
Communist Party offices in Marseilles and 
Beziers. There were also attacks on the 
Paris offices of Air Algeria by three 
members of the nazi group Parti des Forces 
Nouvelles, and assaults by other PFN 
members on newstands selling the Com- 
munist Party daily L’Humanite. At the 
same time there have been a number of rob- 
beries involving the theft of arms and am- 
munition. 


In the words of Jean-Louis Chaillot, an 
ex-paratrooper and one of a group arrested 
in October for smuggling arms between 
France and Belgium, ‘‘My friends and I will 
not tolerate socialists and communists in 
power in this country’’. 

Former paratroopers have also been pro- 
minent recently in paramilitary-style opera- 
tions against groups of workers involved in 
industrial disputes. In February, at Isigny, 
in Normandy, a 200-strong commando led 
by 38 ex-paras stormed a Camembert fac- 
tory where the workforce was in occupa- 
tion. In six hours the group, armed with 
revolvers, clubs and tear gas grenades, load- 
ed and took away 750,000 cheeses, effec- 
tively breaking the strike. A week later, a 
smaller group launched a violent assault on 
a battery factory in Clichy, Paris, where the 
mainly immigrant workforce was in oc- 
cupation. During the events one of the 
strikers fell to his death through a skylight. 


ITALY 


Mafia links 
suspected in nazi 
murder 


LEADING Italian neo-nazi Aldo 
Semerari was murdered in Naples in 
early April in what may have been the 
grisly outcome of his involvement with 
the Naples mafia. 

Semerari had been missing for six days, 
after travelling from Rome to Naples in 
order to interview a jailed member of the 
Camorra, as the Naples mafia is known. 
His decapitated body was found in a car in 
a villa near Naples. 

Rome police are now making it known 
that they believe Semerari to have been the 
source of a forged document published in 
the Communist daily L’Unita, which pur- 
ported to show that Christian Democrat 
leaders had made a deal with jailed 
Camorra members in arranging the release 
of a Christian Democrat politician, Ciro 
Cirillo, kidnapped by the Red Brigades last 
year. 

Semerari is one of the leading figures in 
the nazi Third Position group, whose 
members have been implicated in a number 
of terrorist outrages. He was held by police 
immediately after the Bologna station at- 
tack in 1980 but subsequently released for 
lack of evidence. At the time police sources 
made it clear that they suspected him of be- 
ing the inspirational mastermind behind the 
bombing. With Paolo Signorelli he edited 
the group’s journal, also called Third Posi- 
tion. Signorelli, also held and released after 
Bologna was recently picked up again and 
charged with involvement in the murder in 
1980 of Judge Mario Amato, who was at 
the time investigating the terrorist activities 
of the far right, and, it is thought, may have 
stumbled upon the plot to attack Bologna 
station. 
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ULSTER 


Nazis seek 
loyalist support 


A RECENT issue of the official jour- 
nal of the Orange Lodge of Scotland 
reveals an attempt by nazis to win sup- 
port from within the Orange Order. 

The December 1981 edition of Torch car- 
ries a letter from one James Annett (Jnr) of 
County Down, seeking support for the 
Ulster-American Heritage Foundation, 
which is ‘‘trying to counter IRA propagan- 
da through keeping contact with American 
politicians, newspapers, radio and TV sta- 
tions’’. 

Readers who feel that the name bears a 
striking resemblance to that of the Ulster 
American Loyalist Party, launched recently 
in California by expatriate British nazi 
Dave McCalden (Searchlight 81) are quite 
right. The UAHF being plugged by Mr An- 
nett is run from the same Torrance, Califor- 
nia post office box, by a person calling 
himself ‘Dave McCalder’. 

Mr Annett’s family, in fact, are not en- 
tirely unknown on the far right. His father 
(?) Billy Annett was once the National 
Front’s organiser in Northern Ireland. 


ROCHDALE 8 
DEPENDANTS 


On 8 December 1981, eight supporters of 
Manchester Anti-Nazi League were sent to 
jail for taking a militant stand against fascist 
violence and intimidation in Rochdale. 

The sentences range from 12 to 15 months, 
and as a result the families of the jailed com- 
rades face serious financial hardship. The 
prisoners will also need financial assistance 
on their release from prison, as some will not 
only be unemployed, but also homeless. 

We call on all anti-racists and anti-fascists 
to show their solidarity with the prisoners and 
their families by supporting the dependants 
fund in one of the following ways: 

. Take out a bankers order to the depen- 
dants fund. 

. Take raffle tickets for the Grand autumn 
draw (prizes include a flight in a plane and 
autographed UB40 LPs). 

. Get your college, union branch, or ANL 
branch to affiliate to the dependants fund 
— £10. 

. Send donations/collections to address 
below. All donations over £3 will be 
acknowledged. 

Supporters of the fund. so far include: 
UB40, Seething Wells, Red Action Man- 
chester, Red Action London, Manchester 
SWP, South Manchester ANL, Tony 
Ahearne Provisional Sinn Fein, Manchester 
IRSP, Manchester Poly Students, Central 
Manchester ANL, ICI Shop Stewards Com- 
mittee, Islington ANL. 

Donations to: Rochdale 8 Dependants 
Fund, Box 87 Corn Exchange, Hanging 
Ditch, Manchester M4 3BN. 
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NEW 
ANTI-RACIST 
FILMS 


UNTIL recently there has been a dearth of 
British films about racism. Apart from 
Blacks Britannica and Divide and Rule there 
have been few that are worth showing at 
anti-racist meetings. But two new films 
made last year, both by black directors, are 
to be highly recommended for anyone wan- 
ting to know more about racism and the re- 
cent black experience in Britain. 

The films, Riots and Rumours of Riots and 
Blood ah go run are very different in their ap- 
proach, in fact both complement each 
other. The first puts the racism of the 70s 
and 80s into perspective by telling the 
history of post-war immigration by West In- 
dians, and the race riots of the 50s. But in- 
stead of beginning with the docking of Em- 
pire Windrush in London, the film traces the 
involvement of the West Indies in the Se- 
cond World War, showing the continuity of 
black British history. West Indians came to 
Europe to fight fascism and those who 
stayed at home provided a vital part of Bri- 
tain’s war economy in the mines, factories 
and fields. 

West Indians now settled in Britain tell 
their own stories — why they came and how 
they were treated after demobilisation. 
With the use of old film clips, newspapers, 
posters and photographs, the film provides 
the background to contemporary black 
politics in Britain, and by doing so 
challenges the myths of the generational 
differences between young blacks and their 
parents today. The murder of Kelso 
Cochrane in Notting Hill in May 1959 and the 
race riots of Nottingham and West London 
are a reminder that racial violence is not a 
new phenomenon in Britain — as the Home 
Office report last year might give the im- 
pression. When one middle-aged black man 
is asked what the Notting Hill riots meant to 
him, he replied, “It was a sign of things to 
come”. 

The second film is also a documentary, 
but it teils the story of one year — 1981, con- 
centrating on the New Cross murders, and 
the impact of this tragedy on the black com- 
munity. It is a very moving and powerful 
film and very direct in its message. It shows 
how the Day of Action on 2 March and the 
Brixton and July uprisings were a response 
to the racism of the 80s. As racism has in- 
truded more and more into the lives of 
blacks, so that they are not safe in their own 
homes at night, so resistance to it is becom- 
ing more vocal and more united. 


Riots and Rumours of Riots: a film by Imruh 
Caesar. Produced by the National Frilm 
School. GB / 1981 / Colour / 33 mins / 16mm 
/ VHS / U-Matic. 

Blood ah go run: a film by Menelik 
Shabazz. Ku-umba / 1982 / GB / Colour / 
16mm / 20mins. 

Both available for hire from: The Other 
Cinema, 79 Wardour Street, London 
W1V 3TH. Telephone 01-734 8508. 
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CONSPIRACY Part II 


“It is a matter of indifference which Jewish 


1 brain produces these revelations (the Pro- 
_ | tocols of Zion). What matters is that they un- 


cover, with really horrifying reliability, the 
nature and activity of the Jewish people, and 
expose them in their inner logic and their final 


| aims ... Whoever examines the historical 
__| development of the last hundred years from 
| the standpoint of this book will at once 


understand why the Jewish press makes 
such an uproar.” 


Adolf Hitler, Vein Kampf, 1924. 


“To assume that the whole Jewish Question 


| hangs on the authenticity of the Protocols is | 


to miss the point ... the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion would not have been printed in 


| dozens of languages and read earnestly by 
| millions of people in scores of countries out- 
| side Russia — sometimes becoming officially 
| sponsored by states — if they did not contain 
| observations that were immediately 


recognisable by a great many people as fit- 
ting the picture of the world that they saw 


| themselves. . . In my view it is incumbent on 


the Jews who dislike the theme of the Pro- 


| tocols, not to prove that the book itself is a 


forgery, but to prove that the theme contain- 


1 ed in it is wrong.” 


John Tyndall, Spearhead, 1976. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF. (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


— 


RACISM AND CRIMINAL STATISTICS 


FOR the first time, on 10 March, 
the publication of the Metropolitan 
Police’s annual criminal statistics 
included the racial background of 
offenders for one particular offence 
category — ‘robbery and other 
violent theft’, which contains the 
crimes known as ‘muggings’. 
Predictably, the statistics identified 
that specific crime with black 
youths in particular. 


Robbery and other violent theft was the 
only crime to be broken down racially, and 
therefore the only offence category to 
receive sensational press coverage. This in 
spite of the fact that ‘robbery’ comprises 
only three per cent of recorded ‘serious 
crime’ — and ‘mugging’ (not a legal 
category, but it means violent street rob- 
bery of personal property) only 0.9 per cent 
of ‘serious crime’. 

Scotland Yard justified its provocative 
treatment of this tiny category of offences 
by reference to ‘‘public anxiety about the 
level of street crime’’. At the press con- 
ference their spokesmen admitted that their 
index of ‘‘public anxiety’? was what they 
read in the newspapers. What they omitted 
to mention was that they themselves had 
been building up leaks on mugging to the 
popular press in the month preceding the 
release of the statistics — so the ‘public 
anxiety’ used as a justification was created 
and sustained by the Yard itself. It is, in 
fact, a cynical manipulation of public opi- 
nion to create and reinforce the formula: 
black = criminal. And it is successful. The 
next morning brought the predictable cries 
for deportation and veiled references to 
repatriation. An ‘angry’ Jill Knight, accor- 
ding to the Daily Mail, received a ‘‘clear 


POSTSCRIPT: 
Police Speak 
Out 


On 17 March 1982, the Police Federation placed 
an advertisement in five national newspapers 
calling for capital punishment and warning of 
the possibility of a permanently armed police 
force. Since then, many high-ranking officers 
from all over the country have spoken out, so 
fuelling the law and order debate. Sir David 
McNee defended the racial breakdown of the 
crime statistics and told critics to ‘‘get off our 
backs’’ (Guardian 24.3.82). Police Federation 
chairman Jim Jardine warned politicians to “‘get 
your priorities right’’, and urged policemen to 
“go to war’’ on crime. He criticised the abolition 
of sus, the stress put on consultation between 


assurance from Mr Whitelaw that serious 
criminals would be deported back to their 
countries of origin wherever possible’’. Ivor 
Stanbrook, Tory MP for Orpington, called 
on the government to ‘‘reconsider its im- 
migration policy’? in the face of ‘‘over- 
whelming evidence that instant crime has 
grown most in immigrant areas’’. 

What makes the Scotland Yard campaign 
cynical is that it has no firm basis in fact. 
First, the crime statistics presented by the 
Yard, as indeed all crime figures, are highly 
dubious, based as they are on reported 
crime rather than actual levels. It has been 
estimated that 90-95 per cent of crime is 
never reported to the police, and so it is 
easy for a small increase in reporting of a 
particular crime (which might happen if 
that crime is being featured heavily in the 
media) to produce startling rises in the 
figures. Even the magazine of the Police 
Federation has said, ‘‘No informed person 
regards the existing criminal statistics as the 
most reliable indicator of the state of 
crime’’ (Police, February 1982). 

Second, the figures themselves have been 
‘cooked’. While the total of ‘robbery and 
other violent theft’ is, according to the Met 
statistics, over 18,000, this has been made 
up of a number of different offences in- 
cluding snatches — defined as street thefts 
in which ‘‘the victim is neither threatened 
nor injured by the assailant’. In other 
words, these are thefts which are not violent 
and should not be in the category of 
‘violent crime’ at all. 

It is interesting to compare the Yard’s 
spectacular presentation of these 
race/crime figures with their silence in the 
face of the figures produced by the recent 
Home Office survey on Racial Attacks, 
which showed that black people are 36 
times (West Indians) to 50 times (Asians) 
more likely than white people to be victims 


police and public, and singled out the GLC 
Police Committee and the British Council of 
Churches for criticism (Guardian 18.3.82). Chief 
Constable Anderton refused to clarify to Greater 
Manchester Police Committee statements to the 
effect that police committees should either be 
reconstructed or totally abolished (Guardian 
18.3.82). 


@ Bedfordshire: The chief constable asserted in 
his annual report that 37 per cent of robberies in 
out by blacks (Bedford 


Luton are carried 
Recorder 23.3.82). 


@ Hampshire: The chief constable urged 
Southampton CRC to stamp out ‘‘sham 
racialism’’ — by this he means the ‘‘ploy’’ of 
crying out: ‘‘It’s just because I’m_ black’’ 
(Southern Evening Echo 23.3.82). 


@ Tayside: The chief constable criticised the 
Scottish CRE for including in their annual report 
criticisms of police handling of an incident that 
occurred last year in Dundee, in which Asians 
clashed with what were believed to be NF 


of racial attack. 

It is hard to avoid the conclusion that the 
Met are deliberately attempting to paint a 
picture of black people as frightening 
criminals to be feared. This picture, in 
which the statistics are held up as a scien- 
tific, neutral and accurate reflection of 
reality, is used to neutralise critics of the 
police’s policies and practices in the black 
community. It is a reflection at the highest 
level of the practice on the street whereby 
black people who are stopped and protest 
are then charged with ‘obstruction’ or 
‘assault’ — a way of criminalising and thus 
neutralising black protest. The Met cam- 
paign serves another function too, in that it 
lends support for police demands for more 
powers and less accountability. Whitelaw 
has already said that police are to have 
wider powers of stop and search. If the past 
is anything to go by, it will be the black 
communities which will bear the brunt of 
this increase in police power. 

In his report Lord Scarman rejected the 
evidence accumulated by black com- 
munities over the years and declared that 
the Metropolitan Police was not racist. In 
opposition to that view, the chairman of the 
GLC Police Committee has stated une- 
quivocally that the Met is ‘‘riddled with 
racism’’, The publication of these statistics, 
without any consultation with the newly- 
appointed Commander of the Community 
Relations Branch at Scotland Yard, con- 
firms that racism is institutionalised in the 
police at the highest levels. When 
misleading, false and racially explosive 
statistics are used at the top of the police 
hierarchy to condone and justify the racist 
bullying that goes on at the bottom of that 
hierarchy, perhaps it is time for Lord Scar- 
man to think again. 


members (Dundee Courier 19.3.82). 


@ Cheshire: The chief constable is: considering 
taking legal action against the mayor, after the 
mayor’s claims that remarks he made during a 
speech were racist. Apparently, chief constable 
Fenn had attributed the ‘‘deterioration in law 
and order’’ to the lifestyles of West Indian im- 
migrants (Liverpool & Daily Post 22.3.82). 


@London: The appointment of Sir Kenneth 
Newman as the new Metropolitan police com- 
missioner has been strongly criticised by Mr Ken 
Livingstone. Writing in the Labour Herald, he 
stated that Newman would bring a paramilitary 
style of policing to London, adding that the GLC 
Police Committee, together with representatives 
of the London Boroughs, should appoint the 
next commissioner (Standard 25.3.82). Home 
Secretary Whitelaw called these remarks 
‘astonishing’ and, following a meeting with 
representatives of the GLC Police Committee, 
criticised Mr Paul Boateng who urged him not to 
introduce new stop-and-search powers. 


Le 
Reggie Yates is Ghanaian. His grandfather was English. Under the 1971 immigra- 
tion act that makes him ‘patrial’, with rights of entry and abode in Britain. 
However, the Home Office is trying to deport him. The reason? They say it’s in- 
conceivable that Reggie’s grandfather would have married a Ghanaian woman, 
and any children they had were therefore illegitimate and consequently the act 
does not apply. 

This astoundingly racist assumption was supported by the adjudicator to whom 
Reggie appealed, and in turn by the immigration appeals tribunal. The adjudicator 
said: “I find it is extremely unlikely that his grandfather believed he was entering 
into a valid marriage with his grandmother . . . having regard to the customs of 
the time in the Gold Coast. . .” The tribunal elaborated on this theme and added: 
"|. . anyone who has studied the history of West Africa or served there in the past 
will know, many European men, since wives seldom come out to stay, entered in- 
to relationships with women living in the country”. 

The attitude clearly expressed is that settlers would only ever want sexual 
gratification from black women, and that marriage, loyalty and commitment had 
no place (on the man’s side) in any such relationship. Black people claiming 
‘patriality’ from white grandfathers are thus told that their parents are bastards. 
Reggie and his wife Felicia, who has right of settlement here but can’t use it to 
allow Reggie to stay because she was not born here, have been fighting the case 
for three years. He has been pushed to the brink of a nervous breakdown, and she 
has had two miscarriages as a result of their ordeal. 

A campaign in support of them has been launched by the London Immigration 
Action Group. Messages of support and donations to 439 Harrow Road, Lon- 
don W10. 


EXILED! 


A PUNISHMENT of five years’ exile 
for a crime is something that we 
would associate with the days of 
transportation which ended in the 
1860s. Or perhaps it conjures up im- 
ages of South Africa and freedom- 
fighters. Certainly, no one would 
associate such a punishment with 
Britain in 1982. 


But that is the sentence 18 year old Carl 
Williams received in March of this year 
when he appeared before Judge Clay at 
Croydon Crown Court, charged with steal- 
ing a TV and two clock radios in the ‘riots’ at 
Clapham. Carl is a British citizen, born in 
Battersea — and black. 

The judge was apparently considering 
sending Carl to borstal, when his barrister 
mentioned that the family was intending to 
go on a four-week holiday to Jamaica the 
following weeking. On hearing this, the 
judge demanded to see the air tickets and 
passports, and then made the order binding 
Carl over to leave the country for five years. 

This, the first recorded case of judges us- 
ing a binding-over order in this way, has 
fearful implications for all black people liv- 
ing here, whether they were born here or 
not. It represents an easy, cheap and attrac- 
tive means of ‘repatriation’ which could be 
applied to anyone who appeared before a 
court, whether charged with an offence or 
appearing as a witness. 

The power of judges to bind people over 
and to impose conditions has been a matter 
of controversy since 1979, when Magistrate 
Brian Canham bound over defence 
witnesses in the Southall trials to keep the 
peace and be of good behaviour. The 
binding-over power goes back to a statute 
of 1361 and is so vague that it appears to 
give very wide discretion to judges. This 
means that until Carl’s appeari is heard, no 
one will know whether what the judge did is 
legal or not. 

NCCL has called on the Lord Chancellor to 
condemn the judge concerned, but so far 
there has been no public comment on the 
case from the Lord Chancellor. 


until the Tory government came to power in 1979 
pledged to end immigration, are that they either 
concealed the existence of children they should 
have declared, or that false references were sup- 
plied in support of their applications. But nearly 
all of those involved were unaware of any decep- 
tion, especially as most of them were in the 
hands of employment agencies who dealt with 
their applications. 

The Migrants Action Group, which has acted 
as an umbrella group for all the different people 
and organisations involved, maintains that it is 
wrong for the Home Office to check on their ap- 
plications now, using ‘irregularities’ as an excuse 
to repatriate them. They say that it is clear that a 
blind eye was turned in the past, when labour 
was needed here to fill hard, unpleasant jobs. 

The MAG has organised the campaign, bring- 
ing together trade unions, law centres, chur- 
ches, CRCs and friends of the Filipino workers. 
The unions involved, NUPE, COHSE, TGWU, 
GMWU — most of the Filipinos are in the cater- 


Home Office 
roulette 


Shortly before Christmas over 40 
Filipino workers and their families 
were facing the threat of imminent 
deportation from Britain, accused 
of illegal entry to the UK because 
of alleged irregularities years ago 
in their work permit applications. 
Out of this group, 33 have been 
allowed to stay, while eight, 
chosen randomly, have been given 
their dates of departure in the next 


few weeks. 


The Home Office has already expelled over 100 
Filipino migrant workers in the last two years. 
The alleged irregularities, which were overlooked 
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ing or service industries — have played a crucial 
part in campaigning against the deportations. 
While they have acted together in a general way 
in support of each other, trade union officials 
have been authorised by each union to spend a 


great deal of time on individual cases. According 
to Joe Sinclair of the GMWU, their union 
became involved almost by accident when one 
of their members came to them asking for help. 
She said that the more they looked into this 
case, the more problems there were, and this led 
them to consider the way the immigration laws 
affected the rest of their members. 

In practical terms, the unions have fought 
each case on an individual basis, with the co- 
operation of law centres and MPs from all the 
main parties. Representations have been made 
to the Home Secretary William Whitelaw on 
many occasions. Last December, however, the 
union was forced to decide whether or not to ac- 
cept Whitelaw’s decision that the majority of 
Filipinos could stay if they agreed to drop the 
campaign for the remaining unlucky ones. As a 
result of their acceptance of the bargain, 
Whitelaw allowed the 33 to stay on compas- 
sionate grounds, while eight were told to leave in 
April this year. 

However the MAG is continuing to press that 
their deportation orders be lifted on the grounds 
that discretion has not been exercised fairly. On 
23 March a picket was held outside the Home Of- 
fice to protest against the ‘Home Office roulette’. 


Trade unionists condemn BETWEEN 


visit to South Africa 


THE United Nations declared 1982 
‘International Year of mobilisation 
for sanctions against South Africa’. 
For it to succeed, the organised 
labour movements of South 
Africa’s major trading partners, 
particularly Britain, must play a 
vital role. However, the campaign 
to rehabilitate South Africa in the 
eyes of the world has powerful sup- 
porters, not only in the present 
government and the Tory party, 
but in the trade union movement 
itself. 


The recent upsurge in trade union activity 
among black South Africans and the grow- 
ing momentum of the campaign for man- 
datory UN sanctions have been paralleled 
by changes in the attitudes and policies of 
the British trade union movement towards 
South Africa. However, the shift of the 
British TUC towards more progressive 
policies on South Africa has highlighted 
those trade union leaders who still support 
collaboration with apartheid. One of these 
is Bill Sirs, general secretary of the 
steelworkers’ union ISTC (Iron and Steel 
Trades Confederation). 

After visiting South Africa last year with 
Terry Duffy (president of the Amalgamated 
Union of Engineering Workers), as part of 
a delegation from the International Metal- 
workers’ Federation, Sirs wrote an article 
for a South African journal entitled ‘A 
trade unionist visits South Africa’. In it he 
urged black South Africans to reject revolu- 
tion and commended the ‘‘desire among 
unions, black, coloured and white, for a 
healthier industrial climate’’. Defending 
this article, Sirs told the Guardian: ‘‘It is 
easy to whip up enthusiasm for revolution, 
but I don’t think we should do that. There 
is another way and that is by the unions 
becoming properly organised and forcing 
change’’. 

The problems of black workers in South 
Africa do not stem from inexperience in 
forming ‘properly organised’ trade unions. 
Most effective forms of trade union 
organisation and action are illegal for them. 
Strikers can be sacked and deported to a 
‘homeland’ where unemployment can mean 
starvation for whole families. Union leaders 
can be detained (sometimes with fatal con- 
sequences) without trial or ‘banned’, and 
free movement of labour exists for whites 
only. Clearly, a government which denies 
the vote to the vast majority of its citizens is 
not going voluntarily to allow trade unions 
to become potent forces for change. 

In supporting policies of collaboration 
with and within South Africa (as the TUC 
has in the past), Bill Sirs is now seriously 
out of step with TUC policy. When he and 


Duffy attempted to return to South Africa 
last year there was an outcry which resulted 
in the trip being cancelled. Alan Sapper, 
current TUC chairman and _ general 
secretary of the film and TV union, ACTT, 
claims that TUC pressure prevented this 
visit, and at a meeting on 24 February 1982 
disassociated himself from any general 
secretary who went against TUC policy on 
South Africa, stating that ‘‘if this is what he 
did, Brother Sirs should be bloody well 
ashamed of himself’’. The 1981 TUC 
declared that the development of indepen- 
dent black trade unions in South Africa was 
“‘part of the process of national liberation 
in southern Africa’. The TUC also affirm- 
ed its support for the South West African 
Peoples Organisation (SWAPO), currently 
waging an armed struggle against the apar- 
theid regime’s occupation of Namibia, and 
pledged support for the total isolation of 
South Africa, including mandatory UN 
economic sanctions. 

However, policy decisions in Congress is 
one thing; translating them into effective 
political and industrial action is another. 
There are many examples of concrete 
solidarity action by British trade unionists. 
For example, the print unions prevent the 
use of imported South African newsprint, 
the musicians’ union maintains a ban on 
performances there, and both the Post Of- 
fice workers’ union and the BBC TV techni- 
cians unions have had legal injunctions 
served on them to prevent action against 
communications links with South Africa. 
Recently NUPE caretakers refused permis- 
sion for a Welsh choir which visited South 
Africa to use school premises, while NUM 
members drowned their rehearsals with 
shouts of protest. But despite the political 
importance of these and many other 
mobilisations, their effect remains 
economically insignificant. 

The current South African advertising 
campaign in the British press is a recogni- 
tion of their vulnerability to economic sanc- 
tions. The job of anti-racists in the British 
labour movement is to see that the policies 
of the TUC are taken into the rank and file 
membership and that the links between 
racism in South Africa and the UK are 
made clear. Part of the current attack on 
trade unionism in Britain in the Tebbit Bill 
will have the effect of removing the right to 
take solidarity action with foreign workers. 

We have to identify and isolate the back- 
sliders in leading positions within our move- 
ment and not be lulled into complacency. 
Bill Sirs: may be the most prominent (or 
perhaps just the most inept), but he is cer- 
tainly not the only one. 


Steve Radford 

Secretary of Greater London Association 
of Trades Councils, Anti-Racist, Anti- 
Fascist Committee. 


THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you wiill 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


@ Spectator, 13.3.82: From an article by 
Roy Kerridge called ‘No need for men’ — 
a critical view of feminism: 

‘. . . Many West Indian women are natural or 
unwitting feminists, as their husbands or 
boyfriends often believe in free love without 
benefit of Shelley ... Mothers denounce 
men fiercely to their daughters, who take up 
the chorus at an early age, and drive the boys 
in the family to sulks, tantrums and the feel- 
ing that as they are supposed to be so rotten 
they might as well be rotten. . .” 


@ Scarborough Evening News, 26.2.82: Mr 
Benet Hytner QC, speaking at Oldham 
Council for Racial Equality: 

“".. , Racial prejudice must be stamped out, 
but that does not necessarily mean that a 


policeman himself cannot be racially prejudit- 
ed. You can’t censor people’s minds, but 
their thoughts can be controlled.’’ 


®@ Daily Telegraph, 11.3.82: editorial on the 
crime statistics: 

“Over the 200 years up to 1945, Britain 
became so settled in internal peace that many 
came to believe that respect for the person 
and property of fellow-citizens was 
something which existed-naturally in all but a 
few. A glance at less fortunate countries 
might have reminded us that such respect 
scarcely exists unless law is above the power 
of the tribe, or money, or the gun. But we did 
not look; we let in people from the countries 
we did not look at, and only now do we begin 
to see the result. Many young West Indians 
in Britain, and, by a connected process, 
growing numbers of young whites, have no 
sense that the nation in which they live is part 
of them . . . People-who think this way can- 
not be placated by judicial sympathy because 
to them the judgement of society is mean- 
ingless .. .” 


@Daily Mail, 11.3.82: comment onthe 
crime statistics: 

“"”. . More black policemen. Why don’t we 
have them?. . . lf the fault lies anywhere it is 
surely with the black communities 
themselves; in their failure. to throw up 
responsible leaders; in their seeming reluc- 
tance to acknowledge the existence — let 
alone act energetically to help to bring to 
justice — of the minority of black muggers 
now terrorising parts of London... .” 
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area round-up 


Cart AMPAIC3IN. ACAIINSI 
iene RACISM & FASC ISM 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


@ POLICE 


Riot victim on trial 


Paul Conroy, whose back was broken when a 
police land-rover rammed him against a brick 
wall at the height of the Toxteth ‘riots’, pleaded 
not guilty to affray, throwing a petrol bomb at a 
police officer and possession of an offensive 
weapon when he appeared at Liverpool Crown 
Court. Mr Colin Cunningham, defending, said 
that Mr Conroy was in a plaster cast for eight 
weeks after the incident. (Guardian 19.3.82.) 


Sheffield 


The West Indian community in Sheffield has 
broken off relations with the city’s police 
because of alleged violence, provation, harass- 
ment and racial abuse, according to a new report 
by local community groups. The report also 
claims that the police ‘‘operate in the inner-city 
areas populated by the black community and res- 
pond to incidents involving black people — 
especially teenagers — like an occupation armed 
force’’. The six groups, including the local black 
churches, have a boycott of community-police 
liaison committees and have called on the 
government to implement in full the recommen- 
dations in the Scarman Report intended to im- 
prove relations between the police and black 
communities. (Star 3.3.82.) 


More riots? 


Lord Scarman, speaking in the House of Lords, 
warned that the army may have to be called into 
areas such as Brixton should the police fail to win 
the consent of the community and there follow a 
breakdown in law and order (Guardian 25.3.82). 
Meanwhile, Brixton Police Chief Brian Fairburn 
said that should there be riots, the police were in 
a ‘“‘much better state of preparedness’’ (Standard 
26.3.82). 

A scheme to impose a ‘curfew order’ on young 
criminals will be introduced at the report stage of 
the Criminal Justice Bill (Guardian 31.3.82), and 
new proposals — based on recommendations to 
the Royal Commission on Criminal Procedure — 
for strengthening police powers of stop and 
search are also planned (Guardian 24.3.82). Pro- 
posals to introduce three new statutory offences 
of riot, affray and unlawful assembly have been 
announced by the Law Commission and quickly 
denounced by the NCCL as ‘‘sweeping, arbitrary 
and unclear’’ (Guardian 31.3.82). 


@ EDUCATION 


Police called to school 


Fighting broke out near Kingsdale School in 
Dulwich, south London, following an afternoon 
of tension during which police were called. The 
fighting involved about 150 boys and four 
juveniles were charged with carrying offensive 
weapons, assaulting police and threatening 
behaviour. The school was ringed by police who 
discovered 14 petrol bombs hidden under a 
hedge. (South London Press 23.3.82.) 


@ IMMIGRATION 


EEC passport ‘computer link’ 


A report produced by workers at London’s 
Heathrow Airport has warned that Britain’s new 
EEC passport which can be read by computer 
will be used to record the movement of travellers. 
Information given to the Guardian newspaper 
has revealed that an Immigration Records Com- 
puter Centre, run by the Home Office and the 
Metropolitan Police, already exists at Jubilee 
House, Lower Richmond Road in Putney, south 
west London and the Heathrow workers believe 
there will be a direct link between the airport and 
Putney. (Guardian 22.3.82.) 


Expulsion threat to Cypriots 


Between 2,000 and 3,000 Cypriots who fled to 
Britain after the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 
1974 are threatened with expulsion from Britain 
even though many have no homes or jobs to go 
to in Cyprus. According to the Cypriot Com- 
munity Workers Action Group about 250 such 
refugees have already been deported or pressured 
into leaving. The Cypriots were not granted for- 
mal refugee status but were admitted under a 
special arrangement. This allowed them to stay 
until relatives on the island had ‘re-established’ 
themselves. But the action group say that the re- 
establishment test is being harshly interpreted by 
officials. (Guardian 23.3.82.) 


@ REPORTING RACE 


Legal action threat over statistics 


The West Indian Standing Conference which 
represents 29 black organisations has said the 
Commission for Racial Equality would be asked 
to take action under the Race Relations Act 
against the Metropolitan Police over Scotland 
Yard’s breakdown of crime figures in terms of 
the offender’s skin colour. (Guardian 23.3.82.) 


BBC guidelines amended 


Guidelines for television and radio journalists 
covering stories concerning racialism or ter- 
rorism are to be amended to ensure that allega- 
tions made during interviews are subjected to 
rigorous examination. Some journalists have ex- 
pressed fears that the RBC was about to abandon 
the ‘Hugh Greene philosophy’ of news coverage. 
The philosophy is that while the BBC is impartial 
in coverage of news items, it takes a moral stand 
on issues such as racialism or extreme forms of 
political opinion. (Guardian 2.3.82.) 


Protest over Powell meeting 


The Bradford Asian Youth Movement organised 
a picket of Eastbrook Hall, Bradford where 
Enoch Powell was due to take part in the broad- 
casting of Radio 4’s ‘Any Questions’. A leaflet 
explaining the picket described Powell’s visit as 
provocative and drew attention to the increase in 
racist attacks in the area and the increase in 
deportations. (Telegraph & Argus Bradford 
12.3.82.) 


@® FRESH EVASIONS IN ARSON 
CASE 


A new line of inquiry is being taken by police in- 
vestigating the Khan family murders in an arson 
attack on their home. The news was given in a 
letter to Walthamstow MP Eric Deakin by Home 
Office Junior Minister Lord Belstead. The letter 
contained the following information: ‘‘He (Sir 
David McNee) tells me that the police inquiries 
have not as yet revealed a motive. A fresh line of 
inquiry is being followed, but it is too early to say 
what the outcome will be’’. (Waltham Forest 
Guardian 26.3.82.) 


BRADFORD 12 
CAMPAIGN URGE 
COURT PICKET 


MORE than 5,000 people from all over 
the country marched through the cen- 
tre of Leeds in support of the Bradford 
12 (3 April). The march was noisy, im- 
pressive and peaceful — and therefore 
unreported by the national press. But it 
had a big impact on the people of 
Leeds, where the trial starts on 26 April. 
A mass picket will be held outside the 
court to mark the beginning of the trial, 
and it is hoped that a high level of sup- 
port will be sustained throughout. 
Meanwhile, fresh evidence has emerg- 
ed about the level of racist violence in 
Bradford and West Yorkshire, in a 
report by the July 11th Action Commit- 
tee. Local residents testify to the 
frightening increase in racial attacks 
since 1977, which have included arson, 
stabbings and murders, and to the un- 
willingness of the police to concede a 
racial motive or to offer adequate pro- 
tection to the communities affected. 


BROTHER 
HERMAN 
The price of 
principle 


BROTHER HERMAN is not an ‘establishment 
black’. He is now 56, and he has spent his life 
battling against the authorities. He founded the 
Harambee Project in North London as a 
resource for black youths which provided hostel 
accommodation, education, training schemes 
and support for those in prisons and borstals. He 
was one of the first black community workers to 
refuse to accept the strings which were attached 
to the monies being pumped into the black com- 
munity via Urban Aid, the CRE, the Manpower 
Services Commission and others. He resented the 
idea of being accountable, not to the youths he 
worked with, but to the white power structure; 
he has refused to compromise on the principles 
on which he believes monies are due to black 
people. 

The result of this refusal to compromise was a 
12-month jail sentence, imposed at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court on 10 March, for furnishing false 
information to the MSC and theft from them of 
between £2,0000 and £25,000. The case was 
brought in relation to the use of money given by 
the MSC to train youths in building skills. 

Judge Parker, QC, acknowledged, in passing 
sentence: ‘‘It is not suggested that you spent the 
remainder in enriching your own life, but rather 
that you spent it on things which you thought 
were worthwhile, such as visits to courts and 
prisons and on people you thought deserved or 
needed the money.’’ But, he added, ‘‘You have 
acted thoroughly dishonestly, and . . . I get the 
impression that you believe that any money en- 
trusted to you is yours to do with what you like’’. 

Brother Herman said, on leaving the court to 
serve his sentence: ‘‘Nothing will deter me from 
helping black people’’. Brother Herman is now 
on bail pending appeal. 


